
ABOUT  TH I S  VOT ER  GU I D E

This is Volume V, Number 3 of the Jewish Community Voter Guide,
published at least twice a year by the JAC Education Foundation.
The Voter Guide is for informational purposes only and is not intended
to influence the outcome of any election.

The JAC Education Foundation does not advocate the election or 
defeat of any candidate and does not endorse any political party.
The information in this Voter Guide is provided as a resource to help
you understand the issues before the 108th Congress, to communicate
your opinions to elected officials on these issues, and to make you an
informed participant in the political process.

HOW TO  MAKE  YOUR  VO I C E  H EARD  

I N  CONGRE S S

As you read this guide, take note of how your senators and 
representative vote on issues that matter to you. Contact them regularly
and let them know where you stand. Your message may be as simple
as the samples below:

Addresses:
The Honorable 
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable 
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Sample letter/e-mail:
Dear Senator/Rep.
I am writing to ask you to support/vote against
(issue, bill #, if you know it).
This issue is important and deserves your attention.
Sincerely,
Your name, address

Phone: Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121
Sample phone call:
“Hello. My name is                      and I am a constituent.
I would like to register my opinion on the issue of

. I am in favor of/opposed to it. Please pass
this information along to Senator            /Rep.
Thank you.”

E-mail: www.Congress.org provides access to all elected officials. To con-
tact your senators and representative, just enter your zip code.

Please take the time to communicate with your elected officials after a
vote has taken place. Thanking them for favorable votes is as important
as expressing disapproval for unfavorable ones.

JAC

ABOUT THE JAC EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The JAC Education Foundation was formed to educate and engage 
the Jewish community in electoral politics and issues of Jewish 
concern. The Jewish community is no longer immune to the apathy 
and ignorance that affect the nation as a whole. We cannot take 
elections for granted: we must educate ourselves, register and vote,
and urge others to do the same.

The JAC Education Foundation seeks to increase political involvement
through knowledge of

• how to be an effective advocate
• which legislative issues are important
• what Congressional action has been taken

ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL INDEX

This indicates how each member of the United States Congress 
voted on issues of concern to American Jewry as identified by the 
JAC Education Foundation in consultation with recognized authorities 
who monitor these issues. Included is legislation on the following:

• the United States-Israel relationship
• separation of religion and state
• reproductive rights
• other community concerns

Read the vote descriptions. Examine the Congressional index to learn
how members of Congress voted. These votes determine where members
of Congress stand on key issues.The Jewish Community Voter Guide is published by the JAC Education

Foundation, P. O. Box 541, Highland Park, Illinois 60035. For more 
information, call (847) 433-0944. Contributions to the JAC Education
Foundation are tax deductible for federal income tax purposes as a
donation to an organization exempt under IRS code 501(c)(3).

Calls, mail and faxes are tallied. 
They do make a difference.
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ALABAMA

1 Bonner
2 Everett
3 Rogers
4 Aderholt
5 Cramer
6 Bachus
7 Davis
ALASKA

a-l Young
ARIZONA

1 Renzi
2 Franks
3 Shadegg
4 Pastor
5 Hayworth
6 Flake
7 Grijalva
8 Kolbe
ARKANSAS

1 Berry
2 Snyder
3 Boozman
4 Ross
CALIFORNIA

1 Thompson

1. HR 4818 FY2005 Foreign Operations Appropriations. Bill
to appropriate $19.4 billion in FY2005 for foreign operations, 11% more than
FY2004, 9% less than the President requested. Provisions include: $2.58 billion
in assistance to Israel, an increase of 3%; $2.2 billion to combat HIV/AIDS and
related diseases, an increase of 37%. Included is the Weiner Amendment, largely
symbolic, that prohibits funds in this bill from being used for assistance to
Saudi Arabia. Passed 365-41; 7/15/04. This bill, which includes aid
to Israel, limits assistance to a future Palestinian state
unless the Palestinian Authority commits to democratic
reform and to end terrorism. It was referred to the
Senate Appropriations Committee for consideration.

2. H Con Res 460 U.S. Approval of Israeli Plan. Motion (Ros-
Lehtinen, R-FL) to adopt the resolution endorsing U.S. approval of Israeli plans
to unilaterally withdraw from Gaza, maintain some settlements in the West Bank
and reject Palestinians’ right of return to Israel. Agreed to 407-9; 6/23/04.
This measure, which does not have the force of law,
expresses Congressional support for U.S. policy related
to peace and security in Israel.

3. H Res 713 International Court of Justice. Motion (Pence, R-IN)
to adopt the resolution to deplore the misuse of the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) by a majority of the U.N. General Assembly for political purposes,
including interference in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Motion agreed to 361-45;
7/15/04. This measure, which does not have the force of
law, is a response to the ICJ advisory opinion that Israel’s
security barrier is illegal and should be dismantled.

4. HR 4613 FY2005 Defense Appropriations/Conference
Report. Bill to appropriate $417.5 billion for defense programs for FY2005,
an increase of $22.5 billion over FY2004. Provisions include $25 billion in
emergency funding for operations in Iraq and Afghanistan; $155.3 million for
the Arrow missile defense program; $47.2 million for the Mobile Tactical High
Energy Laser; $51.7 million for the Counter-Terrorism Technical Support Working
Group. Passed 410-12; 7/22/04. Signed into law 8/5/04, this meas-
ure approves funding for joint U.S.-Israel military pro-
grams and facilitates joint cooperation in fighting terror.

5. HR 3030 Community Services Block Grants/Democratic
Substitute. Amendment (Woolsey, D-CA) that would prohibit organizations
that receive federal Community Services Block Grant funds from hiring on a
religious basis and require them to operate in a “lawful and secular” manner
when using the funds. Rejected 183-232; 2/4/04. This amendment,
which failed, sought to prevent faith-based social serv-
ice organizations that receive federal funds from dis-
criminating in employment on the basis of religion.

D E S CR I P T I ON  O F  HOU S E  VOT E S  

HR 3030 passed in the House without this provision.
No action was taken in the Senate.

6. HR 4754 FY2005 Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations/
Surveillance of Library Records. Amendment (Sanders, I-VT) to
exclude bookstores and libraries from Patriot Act record examination. Rejected
210-210; 7/8/04. This measure, which failed, sought to
address concerns about undermining privacy rights as
part of the war on terror.

7. HR 4513 Alternative Energy Projects. Bill to streamline licensing
and siting for alternative energy projects on federal lands. Passed 229-186;
6/15/04. This measure would permit federal regulators to
bypass some environmental reviews for certain renew-
able energy projects. Environmentalists oppose and the
Administration supports reducing these regulations. No
action was taken in Senate.

8. HR 4280 Medical Malpractice. Bill to cap non-economic damages for
medical malpractice at $250,000 and restrict punitive damages. It would specifi-
cally disallow punitive damages against manufacturers of medical products
approved by the FDA and make it harder to take action against HMOs. Passed
229-197; 5/12/04. The Administration position is that caps on
awards curb insurance rates and medical costs. Oppo-
nents cite independent research asserting that insurance
rates and medical costs are not lower and, in some
cases are higher, in states that have imposed caps. No
action was taken in the Senate.

9. HR 3313 Court Review of Defense of Marriage Act. Bill to
remove a provision in the 1996 “Defense of Marriage Act” from the jurisdiction
of federal courts. That provision allows states to refuse to recognize same-sex
marriage licenses issued in other states or jurisdictions. Passed 233-194;
7/22/04. This legislation attempts to block same-sex mar-
riages by limiting courts' jurisdiction, raising questions
about whether it breaches the Constitutional separa-
tion of powers. No action is likely in the Senate, which
already rejected a motion to take up a Constitutional
amendment to ban gay marriage.

10. HR 1997 Fetal Protection. Bill to make it a criminal offense to
injure or kill a fetus during the commission of a violent crime. Criminal penal-
ties for those who harm a fetus would be equal to those that would apply if
the injury or death occurred to the pregnant woman. Passed 254-163; 2/26/04.
Signed into law 4/6/04, this may become the basis of
legal arguments to undermine Roe v. Wade by giving an
embryo or fetus the status of person.

2 Herger
3 Ose
4 Doolittle
5 Matsui
6 Woolsey
7 Miller, Geo
8 Pelosi
9 Lee
10 Tauscher
11 Pombo
12 Lantos
13 Stark
14 Eshoo
15 Honda
16 Lofgren
17 Farr
18 Cardoza
19 Radanovich
20 Dooley
21 Nunes
22 Thomas
23 Capps
24 Gallegly
25 McKeon
26 Dreier
27 Sherman
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PENNSYLVANIA

Santorum
Specter
RHODE ISLAND

Chafee
Reed
SOUTH CAROLINA

Graham
Hollings
SOUTH DAKOTA

Daschle
Johnson
TENNESSEE

Alexander
Frist
TEXAS

Cornyn
Hutchison
UTAH

Bennett
Hatch
VERMONT

Jeffords
Leahy
VIRGINIA

Allen
Warner
WASHINGTON

Cantwell
Murray
WEST VIRGINIA

Byrd
Rockefeller
WISCONSIN

Feingold
Kohl
WYOMING

Enzi
Thomas

key
Democrats

Republicans

Independents

Y = “Yes” (vote in favor of 
the measure described in
vote description)

N = “No” (vote against the
measure described in
vote description)

NV = No vote recorded on
the measure described
in vote description

Blank space indicates that
person was not in office 
when votes were cast
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KENTUCKY

Bunning
McConnell
LOUISIANA

Breaux
Landrieu
MAINE

Collins
Snowe
MARYLAND

Mikulski
Sarbanes
MASSACHUSETTS

Kennedy
Kerry
MICHIGAN

Levin
Stabenow
MINNESOTA

Coleman
Dayton
MISSISSIPPI

Cochran
Lott
MISSOURI

Bond
Talent
MONTANA

Baucus
Burns
NEBRASKA

Hagel
Nelson, Ben
NEVADA

Ensign 
Reid
NEW HAMPSHIRE

Gregg
Sununu
NEW JERSEY

Corzine
Lautenberg
NEW MEXICO

Bingaman
Domenici
NEW YORK

Clinton
Schumer
NORTH CAROLINA

Dole
Edwards
NORTH DAKOTA

Conrad
Dorgan
OHIO

DeWine
Voinovich
OKLAHOMA

Inhofe
Nickles
OREGON

Smith
Wyden
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1. S Res 393 Middle East Peace Process. Expressing the sense of
the Senate in support of U.S. policy for a Middle East peace process.
Agreed to 95-3; 6/24/04. This measure, which does not have
the force of law, expresses support for U.S. policy in the
Middle East, ongoing peace efforts, and efforts to con-
tinue working with the international community to bol-
ster Palestinian efforts to fight terrorism.

2. HR 4613 FY2005 Defense Appropriations/Conference
Report. Bill to appropriate $417.5 billion for defense programs for FY
2005, an increase of $22.5 billion over FY2004. Provisions include $25 bil-
lion in emergency funding for operations in Iraq and Afghanistan; $155.3
million for the Arrow missile defense program; $47.2 million for the
Mobile Tactical High Energy Laser; $51.7 million for the Counter-Terrorism
Technical Support Working Group. Passed 96-0; 7/22/04. Signed into
law 8/5/04, this measure approves funding for joint U.S.-
Israel military programs and facilitates joint coopera-
tion in fighting terror.

3. S 2400 FY2005 Defense Authorization/Hate Crimes.
Amendment (Smith, R-OR) to broaden the definition of hate crimes to
include crimes motivated by the victim’s gender, sexual orientation or dis-
ability. Such crimes may be prosecuted in federal court. It would author-
ize funds for the Justice Department to assist states and localities in
investigating and prosecuting hate crimes. Adopted 65-33; 6/15/04. The
Defense Authorization bill was referred to Conference
Committee.

4. S 1805 Gun Liability/Assault Weapons Ban. Amendment
(Feinstein, D-CA) to provide a 10-year reauthorization oif the assault
weapons ban set to expire in September 2004. Adopted 52-47; 3/2/04.
Although this measure passed, the underlying bill failed,
thus the ban is set to expire on September 13, 2004.

5. S Con Res 95 FY2005 Budget Resolution. Amendment (Baucus,
D-MT) to strike language which would have required cuts to entitlement
programs including $11 billion for the Medicaid program. Passed 53-43;
3/10/04. Cuts in Medicaid affect low-income and elderly.
Although this measure passed, budget reconciliation
stalled in the Senate.

D E S CR I P T I ON  O F  S ENAT E  VOT E S

ALABAMA

Sessions
Shelby
ALASKA

Murkowski, L.
Stevens
ARIZONA

Kyl
McCain
ARKANSAS

Lincoln
Pryor
CALIFORNIA

Boxer
Feinstein
COLORADO

Allard
Campbell
CONNECTICUT

Dodd
Lieberman
DELAWARE

Biden
Carper

6. HR 4 Welfare Reauthorization/Cloture. Motion to invoke cloture
(thus limit debate) on the bill to reauthorize the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) block grant program through FY2008. Included in
this bill is $7 billiion in child care funding, as a result of passage of an
amendment by Senator Snowe (R-ME). Three-fifths of the total Senate (60)
is required to invoke cloture. Motion rejected 52-47; 4/1/04. At issue
in this bill are tougher work requirements, a sweeping
“marriage-promotion” initiative, and increased funding
for child care. After this measure failed, consideration of
the bill was withdrawn and TANF was temporarily
extended until Sept 30, 2004. Although consideration of
a welfare reauthorization bill is unlikely this session, it
is expected that TANF will be extended again.

7. HR 1350 IDEA Reauthorization. Bill to reauthorize the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). It would authorize spend-
ing increases of $2.3 billion per year to provide for full federal funding
by 2011 of 40% of the average per pupil expenditures for certain pro-
grams under the IDEA. Passed 95-3; 5/13/04. This measure aims to
guarantee that special-needs children are able to obtain
a free public education in the “least restrictive environ-
ment.” No conference committee was appointed (HR
1350 passed in the House in 2003) and no further
action is expected.

8. SJ Res 40 Federal Marriage Amendment/Cloture. Motion to
invoke cloture (thus limit debate) on the motion to proceed to the joint
resolution to propose a Constitutional amendment that would define mar-
riage as the union of a man and a woman. Motion rejected 48-50;
7/14/04. After this measure failed, consideration of the
bill was withdrawn and no further action is expected.

9. HR 1997 Fetal Protection. Bill to make it a criminal offense to
injure or kill a fetus during the commission of a violent crime. Criminal
penalties for those who harm a fetus would be equal to those that would
apply if the injury or death occurred to the pregnant woman. Passed 61-
38; 3/25/04. Signed into law 4/6/04, this may become the
basis of legal arguments to undermine Roe v. Wade by
giving an embryo or fetus the status of person.

FLORIDA

Graham
Nelson, Bill
GEORGIA

Chambliss
Miller
HAWAII

Akaka
Inouye
IDAHO

Craig
Crapo
ILLINOIS

Durbin
Fitzgerald
INDIANA

Bayh
Lugar
IOWA

Grassley
Harkin
KANSAS

Brownback
Roberts
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28 Berman
29 Schiff
30 Waxman
31 Becerra
32 Solis
33 Watson
34 Roybal-Allard
35 Waters
36 Harman
37 Millender-McD.
38 Napolitano
39 Sanchez, Linda
40 Royce
41 Lewis
42 Miller, Gary
43 Baca
44 Calvert
45 Bono
46 Rohrabacher
47 Sanchez, Loretta
48 Cox
49 Issa
50 Cunningham
51 Filner
52 Hunter
53 Davis
COLORADO

1 DeGette
2 Udall
3 McInnis
4 Musgrave
5 Hefley
6 Tancredo
7 Beauprez
CONNECTICUT

1 Larson
2 Simmons
3 DeLauro
4 Shays
5 Johnson
DELAWARE

a-l Castle
FLORIDA

1 Miller
2 Boyd
3 Brown
4 Crenshaw
5 Brown-Waite
6 Stearns
7 Mica
8 Keller
9 Bilirakis
10 Young
11 Davis
12 Putnam
13 Harris
14 Goss
15 Weldon
16 Foley
17 Meek
18 Ros-Lehtinen
19 Wexler
20 Deutsch
21 Diaz-Balart, L.
22 Shaw
23 Hastings
24 Feeney
25 Diaz-Balart, M.
GEORGIA

1 Kingston
2 Bishop
3 Marshall

4 Majette
5 Lewis
6 Isakson
7 Linder
8 Collins
9 Norwood
10 Deal
11 Gingrey
12 Burns
13 Scott
HAWAII

1 Abercrombie
2 Case
IDAHO

1 Otter
2 Simpson
ILLINOIS

1 Rush
2 Jackson
3 Lipinski
4 Gutierrez
5 Emanuel
6 Hyde
7 Davis
8 Crane
9 Schakowsky
10 Kirk
11 Weller
12 Costello
13 Biggert
14 Hastert
15 Johnson
16 Manzullo
17 Evans
18 LaHood
19 Shimkus
INDIANA

1 Visclosky
2 Chocola
3 Souder
4 Buyer
5 Burton
6 Pence
7 Carson
8 Hostettler
9 Hill
IOWA

1 Nussle
2 Leach
3 Boswell
4 Latham
5 King
KANSAS

1 Moran
2 Ryun
3 Moore
4 Tiahrt
KENTUCKY

1 Whitfield
2 Lewis
3 Northup
4 Lucas
5 Rogers
6 Chandler
LOUISIANA

1 Vitter
2 Jefferson
3 Tauzin
4 McCrery
5 Alexander
6 Baker
7 John
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MAINE

1 Allen
2 Michaud
MARYLAND

1 Gilchrest
2 Ruppersberger
3 Cardin
4 Wynn
5 Hoyer
6 Bartlett
7 Cummings
8 Van Hollen
MASSACHUSETTS

1 Olver
2 Neal
3 McGovern
4 Frank
5 Meehan
6 Tierney
7 Markey
8 Capuano
9 Lynch
10 Delahunt
MICHIGAN

1 Stupak
2 Hoekstra
3 Ehlers
4 Camp
5 Kildee
6 Upton
7 Smith
8 Rogers
9 Knollenberg
10 Miller
11 McCotter
12 Levin
13 Kilpatrick
14 Conyers
15 Dingell
MINNESOTA

1 Gutknecht
2 Kline
3 Ramstad
4 McCollum
5 Sabo
6 Kennedy
7 Peterson
8 Oberstar
MISSISSIPPI

1 Wicker
2 Thompson
3 Pickering
4 Taylor
MISSOURI

1 Clay
2 Akin
3 Gephardt
4 Skelton
5 McCarthy
6 Graves
7 Blunt
8 Emerson
9 Hulshof
MONTANA

a-l Rehberg
NEBRASKA

1 Bereuter
2 Terry
3 Osborne
NEVADA

1 Berkley
2 Gibbons
3 Porter

NEW HAMPSHIRE

1 Bradley
2 Bass
NEW JERSEY

1 Andrews
2 LoBiondo
3 Saxton
4 Smith
5 Garrett
6 Pallone
7 Ferguson
8 Pascrell
9 Rothman
10 Payne
11 Frelinghuysen
12 Holt
13 Menendez
NEW MEXICO

1 Wilson
2 Pearce
3 Udall
NEW YORK

1 Bishop
2 Israel
3 King
4 McCarthy
5 Ackerman
6 Meeks
7 Crowley
8 Nadler
9 Weiner
10 Towns
11 Owens
12 Velazquez
13 Fossella
14 Maloney
15 Rangel
16 Serrano
17 Engel
18 Lowey
19 Kelly
20 Sweeney
21 McNulty
22 Hinchey
23 McHugh
24 Boehlert
25 Walsh
26 Reynolds
27 Quinn
28 Slaughter
29 Houghton
NORTH CAROLINA

1 Butterfield
2 Etheridge
3 Jones
4 Price
5 Burr
6 Coble
7 McIntyre
8 Hayes
9 Myrick
10 Ballenger
11 Taylor
12 Watt
13 Miller
NORTH DAKOTA

a-l Pomeroy
OHIO

1 Chabot
2 Portman
3 Turner
4 Oxley
5 Gillmor

4
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6 Strickland
7 Hobson
8 Boehner
9 Kaptur
10 Kucinich
11 Jones
12 Tiberi
13 Brown
14 LaTourette
15 Pryce
16 Regula
17 Ryan
18 Ney
OKLAHOMA

1 Sullivan
2 Carson
3 Lucas
4 Cole
5 Istook
OREGON

1 Wu
2 Walden
3 Blumenauer
4 DeFazio
5 Hooley
PENNSYLVANIA

1 Brady
2 Fattah
3 English
4 Hart
5 Peterson
6 Gerlach
7 Weldon
8 Greenwood
9 Shuster
10 Sherwood
11 Kanjorski
12 Murtha
13 Hoeffel
14 Doyle
15 Toomey
16 Pitts
17 Holden
18 Murphy
19 Platts
RHODE ISLAND

1 Kennedy
2 Langevin
SOUTH CAROLINA

1 Brown
2 Wilson
3 Barrett
4 DeMint
5 Spratt
6 Clyburn
SOUTH DAKOTA

a-l Herseth
TENNESSEE

1 Jenkins
2 Duncan
3 Wamp
4 Davis
5 Cooper
6 Gordon
7 Blackburn
8 Tanner
9 Ford
TEXAS

1 Sandlin
2 Turner
3 Johnson, S.
4 Hall

5 Hensarling
6 Barton
7 Culberson
8 Brady
9 Lampson
10 Doggett
11 Edwards
12 Granger
13 Thornberry
14 Paul
15 Hinojosa
16 Reyes
17 Stenholm
18 Jackson-Lee
19 Neugebauer
20 Gonzalez
21 Smith
22 DeLay
23 Bonilla
24 Frost
25 Bell
26 Burgess
27 Ortiz
28 Rodriquez
29 Green
30 Johnson, E.B.
31 Carter
32 Sessions
UTAH

1 Bishop
2 Matheson
3 Cannon
VERMONT

a-l Sanders
VIRGINIA

1 Davis, J
2 Schrock
3 Scott
4 Forbes
5 Goode
6 Goodlatte
7 Cantor
8 Moran
9 Boucher
10 Wolf
11 Davis, T
WASHINGTON

1 Inslee
2 Larsen
3 Baird
4 Hastings
5 Nethercutt
6 Dicks
7 McDermott
8 Dunn
9 Smith
WEST VIRGINIA

1 Mollohan
2 Capito
3 Rahall
WISCONSIN

1 Ryan
2 Baldwin
3 Kind
4 Kleczka
5 Sensenbrenner
6 Petri
7 Obey
8 Green
WYOMING

a-l Cubin

5
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