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AlAbAmA

1	 Bonner	
2	 Everett	 	
3	 Rogers	
4	 Aderholt  
5 Cramer 
6	 Bachus 
7 Davis	  
AlAskA

 a-l	 Young  
ArizonA

1	 Renzi	
2	 Franks	
3	 Shadegg
4	 Pastor  
5	 Mitchell
6	 Flake
7	 Grijalva
8 Giffords
ArkAnsAs

1		 Berry
2		 Snyder
3		 Boozman
4		 Ross
CAliforniA

1	 Thompson

1.  HR 2956 Iraq Redeployment/Passage. Bill to require 
the Defense secretary to begin redeployment of U.S. troops out of Iraq 
within 120 days, to be completed by 4/1/2008, except for a “limited 
presence.” The President would be required to transmit to Congress by 
1/1/2008 a comprehensive U.S. strategy for Iraq that includes a justi-
fication of the minimum force levels required to protect U.S. national 
security interests in Iraq and a description of the specific missions 
of U.S. forces to be undertaken, including their cost and duration. 
Passed 223-201; 7/12/07. Referred to the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations.

2.  HR 1400 Iran Sanctions/Passage.  Lantos (D-CA) motion 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill that would stiffen  U.S. sanc-
tions against Iran by removing presidential authority to waive sanctions 
under current law and preventing the administration from signing 
nuclear cooperation agreements with any nation that aids Iran’s nuclear 
or missile programs. Motion agreed to 397-16; 9/25/07. Referred to the 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs.

3.  HR 4156 Iraq War Supplemental Appropriations/
Passage. Bill to appropriate $50 billion in emergency supplemental 
funds for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, an amount estimated 
to last until February 2008. The bill would require troops to begin 
withdrawing from Iraq within 30 days, with a goal of withdrawing 
most troops by Dec. 15, 2008. It also would prohibit the deployment 
of troops that are not fully trained and equipped, and would require 
all U.S. personnel, including CIA, to follow the Army field manual’s rules 
against torture. Passed 218-203; 11/14/07. Motion to reconsider cloture 
on the motion to proceed entered in Senate 11/16/07.

4.  HR 1 Sept. 11 commission Recommendations/
conference Report. Conference report on the bill to imple-
ment recommendations of the Sept. 11 commission, including requiring 
homeland security grants based mainly on risk while ensuring minimum 
amounts for each state. Adopted (thus cleared for the president) 371-
40; 7/27/07. Became public law 8/3/07.

5.  HR 3221 Renewable Energy/Passage. Bill to set new effi-
ciency standards for appliances, lighting and buildings and create new 
programs to research the infrastructure and delivery of alternative fuels. 
Passed 241-172; 8/4/07. Sent to the Senate for consideration 3/14/08. 
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6.  HR 2669 Student Loans Reconciliation/conference 
Report. Conference report on the bill to cut government subsidies 
to student loan firms by about $20 billion and redirect most of the 
money to aid for students and college graduates. It also would include 
$750 in federal budget deficit reduction. The maximum Pell grant would 
be increased by $490 in 2008 and by $1,090 over 5 years. The bill 
would also cap student loan repayment at 15% of discretionary income. 
Passed 292-97; 9/7/07. Became public law 9/27/07. 

7. HR 976 children’s Health Insurance/Veto Override.  
Bill to override the President’s veto of 10/3/2007 and reauthorize 
SCHIP at nearly $60 billion over five years, expanding the program by 
$35 billion. Rejected 273-156; 10/18/07. A 2/3 majority of those pres-
ent and voting in both chambers - 286 in this case - is required to 
override a veto.

8.  HR 1429 Head Start/conference Report.  Conference 
report on the bill to authorize $7.4 billion in fiscal 2008, $7.7 billion 
in 2009, $8 billion in 2010, and unspecified sums in 2011 and 2012 
for the Head Start program. It would increase salaries of Head Start 
teachers and require that by 2013, at least 50% of Head Start teach-
ers nationwide have at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood 
education or a related field. Adopted (thus sent to the Senate) 381-36; 
11/14/07. Became public law 12/12/07.

9. HR 6 Energy Policy/Motion to concur. Dingell (D-MI) 
motion to concur in the Senate amendments, with an amendment to 
require new fuel economy (CAFE) standards of 35 miles per gallon for 
cars and light trucks by 2020 and to require 36 billion gallons of bio-
fuels to be produced and used annually by 2022. It would require elec-
tric utilities to produce at least 15% of their electricity from renewable 
energy sources by 2020 and direct the Energy Department to set new 
energy efficiency standards. It also includes the following measures that 
were removed in the final bill: a $21.5 billion package of tax incentives 
that would be offset in part by eliminating or reducing $13 billion in 
tax breaks for major oil and gas companies. Motion agreed to 235-181; 
12/6/07. Signed into law 12/19/07.
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28	 Berman
29	 Schiff 
30	 Waxman
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32	 Solis
33	 Watson
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35	 Waters
36	 Harman
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2	 Jackson
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5	 Emanuel
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10	 Kirk
11	 Weller
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14	 Hastert
15	 Johnson
16	 Manzullo
17	 Hare
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19	 Shimkus
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1. HR 2764. fiscal 2008 State-foreign Operations Appropria-

tions/Passage. Bill to appropriate $34.4 billion in fiscal 2008 for foreign 
operations and economic assistance. It would provide $2.4 billion in military 
assistance for Israel and $1.3 billion for Egypt. It would appropriate $5.1 bil-
lion for programs to combat HIV/AIDS and related diseases, $1.2 billion for 
the Millennium Challenge Corp., $9.1 billion for the USAID. As amended the bill 
would repeal the Mexico City policy, (adopted 53-41 earlier in the day) which 
bars U.S. aid to international family planning organizations that perform or pro-
mote abortions, even if they use their own funds. Passed 81-12; 9/6/07. Became 
public law 12/26/07.  The Mexico City amendment was stripped from the bill.

2. HR 1585 fiscal 2008 Defense Authorization/cloture. Motion 
to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the Levin (D-MI) amendment to the 
Levin substitute. The amendment calls for a drawdown and redeployment of U.S. 
forces in Iraq, with certain exceptions, by the end of April 2008. Motion rejected. 
52-47; 7/17/07. Three-fifths of the total Senate (60) is required to invoke cloture.

3. HR 4156 Iraq War Supplemental Appropriations/cloture. 
Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the Reid (D-NV) motion to 
proceed to the bill to appropriate $50 billion in emergency supplemental funds 
for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan for fiscal 2008. The bill would require 
troops to begin withdrawing from Iraq within 30 days, with a goal of withdraw-
ing most troops by Dec. 15, 2008. Motion rejected 53-45; 11/16/07. Three-fifths 
of the total Senate (60) required to invoke cloture.

4. HR 1 Sept. 11 commission Recommendations/conference 
Report. Conference report on the bill to implement recommendations of the 
Sept. 11 commission, including requiring homeland security grants based mainly 
on risk while ensuring minimum amounts for each state. It also would require 
all cargo bound for the United States to be scanned for radiation and density 
before being placed on a ship in a foreign port. The bill would authorize new 
sanctions on foreign individuals or entities that engage in the improper trans-
port or sales of nuclear weapons materials.  Adopted 85-8; 7/26/07. Cleared by 
the House 371-40; 7/27/07. Became public law 8/3/07.

5. HR 2669. Student Loans Reconciliation/conference 
Report. Conference report on the bill to cut government subsidies to student 
loan firms by about $20 billion and redirect most of the money to aid for 
students and college graduates. It also would include $750 in federal budget 
deficit reduction. The maximum Pell grant would be increased by $490 in 2008 
and by $1,090 over 5 years. The bill would also cap student loan repayment at 
15% of discretionary income. Adopted 79-12; 9/7/07. Cleared by the House 292-
97; 9/7/07. Became public law 9/27/07.
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AlAbAmA

Sessions	
Shelby	
AlAskA

 Murkowski,	L.
	Stevens
ArizonA

	Kyl
	McCain
ArkAnsAs

	Lincoln
 Pryor
CAliforniA

	Boxer 
 Feinstein
ColorAdo

 Allard
	Salazar
ConneCtiCut

 Dodd
 Lieberman
delAwAre

 Biden
 Carper

6.  HR 1585 fiscal 2008 Defense Authorization/cloture/Hate 
crimes. Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the Kennedy 
(D-MA) amendment to make violent crimes based on the victim’s race, color, 
religion or national origin punishable by a fine and up to 10 years in prison, 
and punishable by a life sentence if the victim dies, is kidnapped or is subjected 
to aggravated sexual abuse. It also would create the same penalties for crimes 
motivated by gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or disability. Motion 
agreed to 60-39; 9/27/07. Three-fifths of the total Senate (60) is required to 
invoke cloture. Subsequently, the Kennedy amendment was adopted by voice vote. 
Vetoed by the President 12/28/07.

7.HR 3963 children’s Health Insurance/Passage. Bill to reautho-
rize SCHIP at nearly $60 billion over five years, expanding the program by $35 
billion. The cost of the expansion would be offset by a 61¢ increase in the tax 
on cigarettes to $1 per pack, and a tax increase on other tobacco products. 
Program eligibility would be limited to families earning three times the federal 
poverty level or less. It also would require the Social Security Administration to 
verify the citizenship of all applicants and require states to phase out coverage 
of childless adults by the end of 2008. Passed (thus cleared for the President) 
64-30; 11/1/07. Vetoed by the President 12/12/07.

8.  HR 1429 Head Start Reauthorization/conference Report. 
Conference report on the bill to authorize $7.4 billion in fiscal 2008, $7.7 bil-
lion in 2009, $8 billion in 2010, and unspecified sums in 2011 and 2012 for 
the Head Start program. It would increase salaries of Head Start teachers and 
require that by 2013 at least 50% of Head Start teachers nationwide have at 
least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education or a related field. Adopted 
95-0 (thus cleared for the president) 11/14/07. Became public law 12/12/07.

9. HR 6 Energy Policy/Motion to concur. Motion to concur in 
the House amendment to the Senate amendment. Bill would require new fuel 
economy (CAFE) standards of 35 miles per gallon for cars and light trucks, and 
require 36 billion gallons of biofuels to be used by 2022. It also would direct 
the Energy Department to set new energy efficiency standards. Motion agreed to 
86-8; 12/13/07.  House cleared 12/18/07. Signed into law 12/19/07.

10. HR 2764 fiscal 2008 State-foreign Operations 
Appropriations/Mexico city Policy. Boxer (D-CA) amendment to 
repeal the Mexico City policy, which bars U.S. aid to international family plan-
ning organizations that perform or promote abortions, even if they use their 
own funds. Adopted 53-41; 9/6/07. This measure was stripped from the final 
bill.

floridA

	Martinez
 Nelson, Bill
GeorGiA

	Chambliss
	Isakson
HAwAii

 Akaka
 Inouye
idAHo

Craig		
Crapo	
illinois

 Durbin
 Obama
indiAnA

 Bayh
 Lugar
iowA

 Grassley	
Harkin
kAnsAs

 Brownback
	Roberts	
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pennsylvAniA

	Casey	
	Specter
rHode	islAnd

 Reed
 Whitehouse
soutH	CArolinA

		DeMint
	Graham
soutH	dAkotA

	Johnson
	Thune
tennessee

	Alexander
	Corker
texAs

	Cornyn	
	Hutchison
utAH

	Bennett
	Hatch
vermont

 Leahy
 Sanders
virGiniA

	Warner	
	Webb
wAsHinGton	
	Cantwell
 Murray	
west	virGiniA

 Byrd 
 Rockefeller
wisConsin

	Feingold 
 Kohl
wyominG

	Barnasso
	Enzi	

key
Democrats	

Republicans

Independents

Y =  “Yes” (vote in favor of   
the measure described in 
vote description)

N =  “No” (vote against the 
measure described in 
vote description)

NV =  No vote recorded on 
the measure described 
in vote description

Blank space indicates that 
person was not in office  
when votes were cast
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kentuCky

 Bunning	
	McConnell
louisiAnA

 Landrieu
 Vitter
mAine

 Collins	
	Snowe
mArylAnd

 Cardin
 Mikulski
mAssACHusetts

 Kennedy  
 Kerry
miCHiGAn

 Levin 
 Stabenow
minnesotA

	Coleman 
 Klobuchar
mississippi

 Cochran
	Lott
missouri

	Bond
McCaskill	
montAnA

 Baucus
Tester
nebrAskA

	Hagel
	Nelson, Ben
nevAdA

	Ensign		 	
	Reid	
new	HAmpsHire

	Gregg
	Sununu
new	Jersey

	Lautenberg
 Menendez
new	mexiCo

 Bingaman	
	Domenici	
new	york

	Clinton
 Schumer
nortH	CArolinA

	Burr
	Dole
nortH	dAkotA

	Conrad
 Dorgan
oHio

	Brown
	Voinovich
oklAHomA	
	Coburn
	Inhofe	
oreGon

Smith	
Wyden	
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AbOut  tH I S  VOtER  gu IDE

This is Volume VII, Number 2 of the Jewish Community Voter Guide,  
published twice a year by the JAC Education Foundation. The Voter Guide 
is for informational purposes only and is not intended to influence the 
outcome of any election.

The JAC Education Foundation does not advocate the election or  
defeat of any candidate and does not endorse any political party.
The information in this Voter Guide is provided as a resource to help 
you understand the issues before the 110th Congress, to communicate 
your opinions to elected officials on these issues, and to make you an 
informed participant in the political process.

HOW tO  MAkE  yOuR  VO I c E  HEARD  

I N  cONgRE S S

As you read this guide, take note of how your senators and  
representative vote on issues that matter to you. Contact them regularly 
and let them know where you stand.  Your message may be as simple 
as the samples below:

Addresses:
The Honorable 
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable 
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Sample letter/e-mail:
Dear Senator/Rep. 
I am writing to ask you to support/vote against
(issue, bill #, if you know it).  
This issue is important and deserves your attention.
Sincerely,
Your name, address

Phone: Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121
Sample phone call:
“Hello. My name is                      and I am a constituent.
I would like to register my opinion on the issue of                 
                  .  I am in favor of/opposed to it. Please pass
this information along to Senator            /Rep. 
Thank you.”

E-mail:  www.Congress.org provides access to all elected officials. To con-
tact your senators and representative, just enter your zip code.  

Please take the time to communicate with your elected officials after a 
vote has taken place. Thanking them for favorable votes is as important 
as expressing disapproval for unfavorable ones. 

AbOut tHE jAc EDucAtION fOuNDAtION

The JAC Education Foundation was formed to educate and engage  
the Jewish community in electoral politics and issues of Jewish  
concern. The Jewish community is no longer immune to the apathy  
and ignorance that affect the nation as a whole. We cannot take  
elections for granted: we must educate ourselves, register and vote,  
and urge others to do the same.

The JAC Education Foundation seeks to increase political involvement 
through knowledge of

• how to be an effective advocate
• which legislative issues are important
• what Congressional action has been taken

AbOut tHE cONgRESSIONAL INDEx

This indicates how each member of the United States Congress  
voted on issues of concern to American Jewry as identified by the  
JAC Education Foundation in consultation with recognized authorities  
who monitor these issues. Included is legislation on the following:

• the United States-Israel relationship
• separation of religion and state
• reproductive rights
• other community concerns

Read the vote descriptions. Examine the Congressional index to learn 
how members of Congress voted. These votes often determine where 
members of Congress stand on key issues. The Jewish Community Voter Guide is published by the JAC Education 

Foundation, P. O. Box 541, Highland Park, Illinois 60035. For more  
information, call (847) 433-0944. Contributions to the JAC Education 
Foundation are tax deductible for federal income tax purposes as a 
donation to an organization exempt under IRS code 501(c)(3).

Calls, mail and faxes are tallied. 
They do make a difference.

Jac


