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Alabama

1	 Bonner	
2	 Everett	 	
3	 Rogers	
4	 Aderholt		
5	 Cramer	
6	 Bachus	
7	 Davis	 	
Alaska

	a-l	 Young		
Arizona
1	 Renzi	
2	 Franks	
3	 Shadegg
4	 Pastor		
5	 Mitchell
6	 Flake
7	 Grijalva
8	 Giffords
Arkansas

1 	 Berry
2 	 Snyder
3 	 Boozman
4 	 Ross
California

1	 Thompson

Descri  p t ion  o f  House  Votes  

5.		HR 7060 Tax Extensions/Passage. Bill that would extend 
expiring tax provisions through 2009, including the tax credit for research 
and development, rules for active financing income, state and local sales 
tax deductions, expenses for teachers and deductions for tuition expenses, 
as well as increase the child tax credit. The measure would also provide 
tax incentives for carbon capture and sequestration demonstration projects 
and renewable energy production. It would be offset by several provisions, 
including curtailing an offshore deferred-compensation technique often used 
by hedge fund executives to reduce their taxes, and freezing the deduction 
amount for oil and gas companies. Passed 257-166; 9/26/08. A “nay” was 
a vote in support of the president’s position. Bill Status: This bill did not 
become law. At the end of each session all proposed bills and resolutions 
that haven't passed are cleared from the books.

6.		HR 7110 Supplemental Appropriations (Job Creation 
and Unemployment Relief)/Passage. Bill that would appropri-
ate $60.8 billion to extend unemployment benefits and provide additional 
fiscal 2009 funds for food assistance programs, infrastructure projects, ener-
gy development, public housing, state Medicaid plans and other programs. 
The bill includes $12.8 billion for highway infrastructure investment; $5 
billion for the Army Corps of Engineers; $7.5 billion for grants for drink-
ing water and sewer projects; $3 billion to modernize and repair schools; 
$3.6 billion for grants to expand public transportation and $2.6 billion 
for food assistance for seniors, people with disabilities and low-income 
families. Passed 264-158; 9/26/2008. A “nay” was a vote in support of the 
president’s position Bill Status: This bill did not become law.  At the end 
of each session all proposed bills and resolutions that haven't passed are 
cleared from the books.

7.		HR 1424 Mortgage-Backed Securities Buyout/Motion 
to Concur. Frank (D-MA) motion to concur in the Senate amendments 
to the bill that would allow the Treasury to use up to $700 billion, in 
installments, to buy certain mortgage assets. The bill would require the 
Treasury to create a program to insure mortgage assets, would provide for 
congressional oversight and would limit compensation for executives of com-
panies whose troubled assets are purchased. It would temporarily increase 
federal deposit insurance to $250,000 per bank account. It would extend 
dozens of expired or expiring tax provisions, provide a one-year adjustment 
to the alternative minimum tax and require private insurance plans to put 
mental health benefits on par with other medical benefits. Motion agreed 
to, (thus clearing the bill for the president), 263-171; 10/3/2008 A “yea” 
was a vote in support of the president’s position. This bill became public 
law 10/3/2008.
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1.		HR 6899 Energy Policy/Recommit. Peterson (R-PA) motion 
to recommit the bill to the Natural Resources Committee with instructions 
that it be reported back with a substitute amendment that would repeal 
the existing 125-mile moratorium on oil and gas exploration and produc-
tion in the eastern Gulf of Mexico and allow coastal states to opt out of 
oil and gas production from 25 miles to 50 miles offshore within one year 
of enactment. Motion rejected 191-226; 9/16/08.

2.		HR 6899 Energy Policy/Passage. Bill that would give the 
states the option to allow oil and gas offshore drilling between 50 miles 
and 100 miles off their Pacific and Atlantic coasts, except for waters in 
the Gulf of Mexico off the Florida coast. The federal government could 
permit drilling from 100 miles to 200 miles offshore and would collect 
all royalties from new oil and gas leases permitted under the bill. The bill 
would require utilities to obtain 15 percent of their power from renewable 
sources by 2020, and includes $19 billion in new tax incentives for renew-
able energy, new coal technologies and alternative-fuel vehicles. Passed 236-
189; 9/16/08. A “nay” was a vote in support of the president’s position. Bill 
Status: This bill did not become law. At the end of each session all proposed 
bills and resolutions that haven't passed are cleared from the books.

3.		HR 6842 District of Columbia Gun Laws/Passage. 
Bill that would repeal DC laws prohibiting firearm possession, including 
the possession of semiautomatic firearms. It would repeal the District’s 
requirements for firearm registration and the requirement that firearms be 
disassembled or secured with a trigger lock in the home. It would remove 
criminal penalties for possessing firearms in the home and allow District 
residents to purchase firearms in Maryland and Virginia. Passed 266-152; 
9/17/08. A “yea” was a vote in support of the president’s position. Bill 
Status: This bill did not become law. At the end of each session all pro-
posed bills and resolutions that haven't passed are cleared from the books.

4.		HR 6983 Mental Health Parity/Passage. Pallone, D-NJ, 
motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill that would require health 
insurers that cover mental illness to do so on a par with physical ill-
ness, including equal standards on co-pays, deductibles, number of doctor 
visits, days in the hospital and financial limits on coverage. The standards 
would not have to be upheld if they increase coverage costs by more than 
2 percent during the first year of enactment and more than 1 percent 
in subsequent years. Employers with fewer than 50 employees would be 
exempt. Motion agreed to 376-47;9/23/08. A 2/3 majority of those present 
and voting (282 in this case) is required for passage under suspension of 
the rules. Bill Status: Provisions of this bill were rolled into HR 1424. [See 
vote 7.]



28	 Berman
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30	 Waxman
31	 Becerra
32	 Solis
33	 Watson
34	 Roybal-Allard
35	 Waters
36	 Harman
37	 Richardson
38	 Napolitano
39	 Sanchez, Linda
40	 Royce
41	 Lewis
42	 Miller, Gary
43	 Baca
44	 Calvert
45	 Bono Mack
46	 Rohrabacher
47	 Sanchez, Loretta
48	 Campbell
49	 Issa
50	 Bilbray
51	 Filner
52	 Hunter
53	 Davis
Colorado

1	 DeGette
2	 Udall
3	 Salazar
4	 Musgrave
5	 Lamborn
6	 Tancredo
7	 Perlmutter
Connecticut

	1	 Larson
	2	 Courtney
	3	 DeLauro
	4	 Shays
	5	 Murphy	
Delaware

	a-l	 Castle
Florida

	1	 Miller
	2	 Boyd
	3	 Brown
	4	 Crenshaw
	5	 Brown-Waite
	6	 Stearns
	7	 Mica
	8	 Keller
	9	 Bilirakis
	10	 Young
	11	 Castor
	12	 Putnam
	13	 Buchanan
	14	 Mack 
	15	 Weldon
	16	 Mahoney
	17	 Meek
	18	 Ros-Lehtinen
	19	 Wexler
	20	 Wasserman Schultz
	21	 Diaz-Balart, L.
	22	 Klein
	23	 Hastings
	24	 Feeney
	25	 Diaz-Balart, M.
Georgia

	1	 Kingston
	2	 Bishop
	3	 Westmoreland

	4	 Johnson
	5	 Lewis
	6	 Price
	7	 Linder
	8	 Marshall
	9	 Deal
10	 Broun
11	 Gingrey
12	 Barrow
13	 Scott
Hawaii	
1	 Abercrombie	
2	 Hirono
Idaho

1	 Sali
2	 Simpson	
Illinois

1	 Rush
2	 Jackson
3	 Lipinski
4	 Gutierrez
5	 Emanuel
6	 Roskam
7	 Davis
8	 Bean
9	 Schakowsky
10	 Kirk
11	 Weller
12	 Costello
13	 Biggert
14	 Foster
15	 Johnson
16	 Manzullo
17	 Hare
18	 LaHood
19	 Shimkus
Indiana

1	 Visclosky
2	 Donnelly
3	 Souder
4	 Buyer
5	 Burton
6	 Pence
7	 Carson, André
8	 Ellsworth
9	 Hill	
Iowa	
1	 Braley
2	 Loebsack
3	 Boswell
4	 Latham
5	 King
Kansas

1	 Moran
2	 Boyda
3	 Moore
4	 Tiahrt
Kentucky

	1	 Whitfield
	2	 Lewis
	3	 Yarmuth
	4	 Davis
	5	 Rogers
	6	 Chandler
Louisiana

	1	 Scalise
	2	 Jefferson
	3	 Melançon
	4	 McCrery
	5	 Alexander
	6	 Cazayoux
	7	 Boustany
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Maine

	1	 Allen
	2	 Michaud
Maryland

	1	 Gilchrest
	2	 Ruppersberger
	3	 Sarbanes
	4	 Edwards
	5	 Hoyer
	6	 Bartlett
	7	 Cummings
	8	 Van Hollen
Massachusetts

	1	 Olver
	2	 Neal
	3	 McGovern
	4	 Frank
	5	 Tsongas
	6	 Tierney
	7	 Markey
	8	 Capuano
	9	 Lynch
	10	 Delahunt
Michigan

	1	 Stupak
	2	 Hoekstra
	3	 Ehlers
	4	 Camp
	5	 Kildee
	6	 Upton
	7	 Walberg
	8	 Rogers
	9	 Knollenberg
	10	 Miller
	11	 McCotter
	12	 Levin
	13	 Kilpatrick
	14	 Conyers
	15	 Dingell	
Minnesota

	1	 Walz
	2	 Kline
	3	 Ramstad
	4	 McCollum
	5	 Ellison
	6	 Bachmann
	7	 Peterson
	8	 Oberstar
Mississippi

	1	 Childers
	2	 Thompson
	3	 Pickering
	4	 Taylor	
Missouri

	1	 Clay
	2	 Akin
	3	 Carnahan
	4	 Skelton
	5	 Cleaver
	6	 Graves
	7	 Blunt
	8	 Emerson
	9	 Hulshof
Montana

	a-l	 Rehberg
Nebraska

	1	 Fortenberry
	2	 Terry
	3	 Smith
Nevada

	1	 Berkley
	2	 Heller
	3	 Porter

New Hampshire

1	 Shea-Porter	
2	 Hodes
New Jersey

	1	 Andrews
	2	 LoBiondo
	3	 Saxton
	4	 Smith
	5	 Garrett
	6	 Pallone
	7	 Ferguson
	8	 Pascrell
	9	 Rothman
10	 Payne
11	 Frelinghuysen
12	 Holt
13	 Sires
New Mexico

1 	 Wilson
2 	 Pearce
3 	 Udall
New York

1 	 Bishop
2 	 Israel
3 	 King
4 	 McCarthy
5 	 Ackerman
6 	 Meeks
7 	 Crowley
8 	 Nadler
9 	 Weiner
10	 Towns
11	 Clarke
12	 Velazquez
13	 Fossella
14	 Maloney
15	 Rangel
16	 Serrano
17	 Engel
18	 Lowey
19	 Hall
20	 Gillibrand
21	 McNulty
22	 Hinchey
23	 McHugh
24	 Arcuri
25	 Walsh
26	 Reynolds
27	 Higgins
28	 Slaughter
29	 Kuhl	
North Carolina
1	 Butterfield
2	 Etheridge
3	 Jones
4	 Price
5	 Foxx
6	 Coble
7	 McIntyre
8	 Hayes
9	 Myrick
10	 McHenry
11	 Shuler
12	 Watt
13	 Miller
North Dakota	
a-l Pomeroy
Ohio

	1	 Chabot
	2	 Schmidt
	3	 Turner
	4	 Jordan
	5	 Latta
	6	 Wilson
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	7	 Hobson
	8	 Boehner
	9	 Kaptur
	10	 Kucinich
	11
	12	 Tiberi
	13	 Sutton
	14	 LaTourette
	15	 Pryce
	16	 Regula
	17	 Ryan
	18	 Space
Oklahoma

	1	 Sullivan
	2	 Boren
	3	 Lucas
	4	 Cole
	5	 Fallin
Oregon

	1	 Wu
	2	 Walden
	3	 Blumenauer
	4	 DeFazio	
	5	 Hooley
Pennsylvania

	1	 Brady
	2	 Fattah	
	3	 English	
	4	 Altmire	
	5	 Peterson	
	6	 Gerlach	
	7	 Sestak	
	8	 Murphy, P.	
	9	 Shuster	
	10	 Carney	
	11	 Kanjorski	
	12	 Murtha	  
	13	 Schwartz	
	14	 Doyle	
	15	 Dent	
	16	 Pitts	
	17	 Holden	
	18	 Murphy, T.	
	19	 Platts	
Rhode Island

	1	 Kennedy	
	2	 Langevin	
South Carolina

	1	 Brown	
	2	 Wilson	
	3	 Barrett	
	4	 Inglis		
	5	 Spratt		
	6	 Clyburn	
South Dakota

	a-l	 Herseth Sandlin	
Tennessee

	1	 Davis, D.	
	2	 Duncan	
	3	 Wamp	
	4	 Davis, L.	
	5	 Cooper	
	6	 Gordon	
	7	 Blackburn	
	8	 Tanner	
	9	 Cohen	
Texas

	1	 Gohmert		
	2	 Poe
	3	 Johnson, S.
	4	 Hall
	5	 Hensarling

	6	 Barton
	7	 Culberson
	8	 Brady
	9	 Green, A.
	10	 McCaul
	11	 Conaway
	12	 Granger
	13	 Thornberry
	14	 Paul
	15	 Hinojosa
	16	 Reyes
	17	 Edwards	
	18	 Jackson Lee
	19	 Neugebauer
	20	 Gonzalez
	21	 Smith
	22	 Lampson
	23	 Rodriguez
	24	 Marchant	
	25	 Doggett
	26	 Burgess
	27	 Ortiz
	28	 Cuellar
	29	 Green, G.
	30	 Johnson, E.B.
	31	 Carter
	32	 Sessions
Utah

	1	 Bishop
	2	 Matheson
	3	 Cannon
Vermont

	a-l	 Welch
Virginia

	1	 Wittman	 	
	2	 Drake
	3	 Scott
	4	 Forbes
	5	 Goode
	6	 Goodlatte
	7	 Cantor
	8	 Moran
	9	 Boucher
	10	 Wolf
	11	 Davis
Washington

	1	 Inslee
	2	 Larsen
	3	 Baird
	4	 Hastings
	5	 McMorris Rodgers
	6	 Dicks
	7	 McDermott
	8	 Reichert
	9	 Smith
West Virginia

	1	 Mollohan
	2	 Capito
	3	 Rahall
Wisconsin

	1	 Ryan
	2	 Baldwin
	3	 Kind
	4	 Moore
	5	 Sensenbrenner	 	
6	 Petri
	7	 Obey
	8	 Kagen
Wyoming

	a-l	 Cubin
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Descri  p t ion  o f  S enate  Votes  

Alabama

Sessions	
Shelby	
Alaska

	Murkowski
	Stevens
Arizona

	Kyl
	McCain
Arkansas

	Lincoln
	Pryor
California

	Boxer	
	Feinstein
Colorado

	Allard
	Salazar
Connecticut

	Dodd
	Lieberman
Delaware

	Biden
	Carper

Florida

	Martinez
	Nelson
Georgia

	Chambliss
	Isakson
Hawaii

	Akaka
	Inouye
Idaho

Craig		
Crapo	
Illinois

	Durbin
	Obama
Indiana

	Bayh
	Lugar
Iowa

	Grassley	
Harkin
Kansas

	Brownback
 Roberts	
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1. HR 1424 Mortgage-Backed Securities Buyout/

Passage. Bill that would allow the Treasury to use up to $700 
billion, in installments, to buy certain mortgage assets. The bill would 
require the Treasury to create a program to insure mortgage assets, 
would provide for congressional oversight and would limit compensation 
for executives of companies whose troubled assets are purchased. It 
would temporarily increase federal deposit insurance to $250,000 per 
bank account. It would extend dozens of expired or expiring tax provi-
sions, provide a one-year adjustment to the alternative minimum tax 
and require private insurance plans to put mental health benefits on 
par with other medical benefits. Passed 74-25; 10/1/08. By unanimous 
consent, the Senate agreed to raise the majority requirement for pas-
sage of the bill to 60 votes. A “yea” was a vote in support of the 
president’s position. This bill became public law 10/3/08.

2.		HR 7005 Automobile Industry Loan Program 
Shell/Cloture. Motion to invoke cloture(thus limiting debate) on 
the motion to proceed to a bill on the alternative minimum tax, which 
would serve as the vehicle for an emergency loan package for domestic 
automakers. Motion rejected 52-35; 12/11/08. Three-fifths of the total 
Senate (60) is required to invoke cloture. A “yea” was a vote in support 
of the president’s position. 



Pennsylvania

	Casey	
	Specter
Rhode Island

 Reed
 Whitehouse
South Carolina

	 DeMint
 Graham
South Dakota

	Johnson
 Thune
Tennessee

	Alexander
	Corker
Texas

	Cornyn	
	Hutchison
Utah

	Bennett
	Hatch
Vermont

	Leahy
	Sanders
Virginia

	Warner	
	Webb
Washington	
 Cantwell
 Murray	
West Virginia

 Byrd	
 Rockefeller
Wisconsin

	Feingold	
	Kohl
Wyoming

	Barrasso
	Enzi	

key
Democrats 

Republicans

Independents

Y = �“Yes” (vote in favor of   
the measure described in 
vote description)

N = �“No” (vote against the 
measure described in 
vote description)

NV = �No vote recorded on 
the measure described 
in vote description

Blank space indicates that 
person was not in office  
when votes were cast

7

N	 N
Y	 N

N	 Y
N	 N

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

NV	 NV
Y	 NV

Y	 Y
N	 Y

Y	 N
Y	 Y

N	 N
N	 N

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

Y	 N
N	 N

Y	 NV
Y	 Y

Y	 N
Y	 N

Y	 N
Y	 NV

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

Y	 N
N	 Y

Y	 Y
N	 Y

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

Y	 N
N	 N

Y	 NV
N	 NV

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

N	 N
Y	 NV

N	 Y
Y	 N

Y	 NV
Y	 N

Y	 NV
Y	 N

Y	 N
Y	 N

Y	 Y
N	 Y

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

N	 Y
Y	 Y

Y	 Y
Y	 Y

N	 Y
Y	 Y

N	 N
N	 N

Kentucky

	Bunning	
	McConnell
Louisiana

	Landrieu
	Vitter
Maine

	Collins	
	Snowe
Maryland

	Cardin
	Mikulski
Massachusetts

 Kennedy	 
 Kerry
Michigan

	Levin	
	Stabenow
Minnesota

	Coleman	
	Klobuchar
Mississippi

	Cochran
	Wicker
Missouri

	Bond
McCaskill	
Montana

	Baucus
Tester
Nebraska

	Hagel
	Nelson
Nevada

 Ensign 	 	
 Reid	
New Hampshire

 Gregg
 Sununu
New Jersey

	Lautenberg
	Menendez
New Mexico

 Bingaman	
 Domenici	
New York

	Clinton
	Schumer
North Carolina

	Burr
	Dole
North Dakota

	Conrad
	Dorgan
Ohio

	Brown
	Voinovich
Oklahoma 
 Coburn
 Inhofe	
Oregon

Smith	
Wyden	
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About  this    voter  gu ide

This is Volume VII, Number 4 of the Jewish Community Voter Guide,  
published twice a year by the JAC Education Foundation. The Voter Guide 
is for informational purposes only and is not intended to influence the 
outcome of any election.

The JAC Education Foundation does not advocate the election or  
defeat of any candidate and does not endorse any political party.
The information in this Voter Guide is provided as a resource to help 
you understand the issues before the 110th Congress, to communicate 
your opinions to elected officials on these issues, and to make you an 
informed participant in the political process.

How to  make  your  voi  c e  heard  

in   Congress 

As you read this guide, take note of how your senators and  
representative voted on issues that matter to you. Contact them 
regularly and let them know where you stand.  Your message may  
be as simple as the samples below:

Addresses:
The Honorable 
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable 
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Sample letter/e-mail:
Dear Senator/Rep. 
I am writing to ask you to support/vote against
(issue, bill #, if you know it).  
This issue is important and deserves your attention.
Sincerely,
Your name, address

Phone: Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121
Sample phone call:
“Hello. My name is                      and I am a constituent.
I would like to register my opinion on the issue of                 
                  .  I am in favor of/opposed to it. Please pass
this information along to Senator            /Rep. 
Thank you.”

E-mail:  www.Congress.org provides access to all elected officials. To con-
tact your senators and representative, just enter your zip code.  

Please take the time to communicate with your elected officials after a 
vote has taken place. Thanking them for favorable votes is as important 
as expressing disapproval for unfavorable ones. 

About the JAC Education Foundation

The JAC Education Foundation was formed to educate and engage  
the Jewish community in electoral politics and issues of Jewish  
concern. The Jewish community is no longer immune to the apathy  
and ignorance that affect the nation as a whole. We cannot take  
elections for granted: we must educate ourselves, register and vote,  
and urge others to do the same.

The JAC Education Foundation seeks to increase political involvement 
through knowledge of

• how to be an effective advocate
• which legislative issues are important
• what Congressional action has been taken

About the Congressional Index

This is a record of how each member of the United States Congress  
voted on issues of concern to American Jewry as identified by the  
JAC Education Foundation in consultation with recognized authorities  
who monitor these issues. Read the vote descriptions. Examine the 
Congressional index to learn how members of Congress voted. These 
votes indicate where members of Congress stand on key issues. 

The Jewish Community Voter Guide is published by the JAC Education 
Foundation, P. O. Box 541, Highland Park, Illinois 60035. For more  
information, call (847) 433-0944. Contributions to the JAC Education 
Foundation are tax deductible for federal income tax purposes as a 
donation to an organization exempt under IRS code 501(c)(3).

Calls, mail and faxes are tallied. 
They do make a difference.

Jac


