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Jewish Community Voter

This guide contains the vO

the United States Congress on issues of concern to the
Jewish community. Included are key votes on Israel,
economic recovery, hate crimes, energy policy, con-
sumer protection, school vouchers, health care, employ-

ment discrimination, the environment and more.



HOW LAWS ARE MADE

Laws may be initiated in either chamber of Congress, the House of Representatives or the Senate. As the majority of laws originate
in the House of Representatives, this summary will focus principally on the procedure in that body.

|.When a Representative has an idea for a new law, s/he becomes the sponsor of that bill and introduces it by giving it to the
derk of the House or by placing it in a box, called the hopper. The clerk assigns a legislative number to the bill, with H.R. for bills
introduced in the House and §. for bills introduced in the Senate. The Government Printing Office (GPO) then prints the bill and
distributes copies to each representative.

2. Next, the bill is assigned to a committee (the House has 22 standing committees, each with jurisdiction over bills in certain
areas) by the Speaker of the House so that it can be studied.

The standing committee (or often a subcommittee) studies the bill and hears testimony from experts and people interested in the
bill. The committee then may release the bill with a recommendation to pass it, or revise the bill and release it, or lay it aside so
that the House cannot vote on it. Releasing the bill is called reporting it out, while laying it aside is called tabling.

3. If the bill is released, it then goes on a calendar (a list of bills awaiting action). Here the House Rules Committee may call for
the bill to be voted on quickly, limit the debate, or limit or prohibit amendments. Undisputed bills may be passed by unanimous
consent, or by a two-thirds vote if members agree to suspend the rules.

4. The bill now goes to the floor of the House for consideration and begins with a complete reading of the bill (sometimes this is
the only complete reading). A third reading (title only) occurs after any amendments have been added. If the bill passes by simple
majority (218 of 435), the bill moves to the Senate.

5. In order to be introduced in the Senate, a senator must be recognized by the Presiding Officer and announce the introduction of
the bill. Sometimes, when a bill has passed in one house, it becomes known as an act; however, this term usually means a bill that
has been passed by both houses and becomes law.

6. Just as in the House, the bill then is assigned to a committee. It is assigned to one of the Senate's 16 standing committees by
the Presiding Officer. The Senate committee studies and either releases or tables the bill just like the House standing committee.

1. Once released, the bill goes to the Senate floor for consideration. Bills are voted on in the Senate based on the order they come
from the committee; however, an urgent bill may be pushed ahead by leaders of the majority party. When the Senate considers the
bill, they can vote on it indefinitely. When there is no more debate, the bill is voted on. A simple majority (51 of 100) passes the
bill.

8. The bill now moves onto a conference committee, which is made up of members from each chamber. The committee works out
any differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill. The revised bill is sent back to both the House and Senate for
their final approval. Once approved, the bill is printed by the Government Printing Office (GPO) in a process called enrolling. The

derk from the introducing chamber certifies the final version.

9. The enrolled bill is now signed by the Speaker of the House and then the Vice President. Finally, it is sent for presidential con-
sideration. The President has 10 days to sign or veto the enrolled bill. If the President vetoes the bill, it can still become a law if
two-thirds of the Senate and two-thirds of the House then vote in favor of the bill.



U.S. House of Representatives

DESCRIPTION OF HOUSE VOTES

I. H Res 34 Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. Berman (D-CA) motion
to suspend the rules and adopt the resolution that would express support
and a commitment for the security of Israel, express that Hamas must
end attacks against lsrael, and reiterate support for a negotiated resolu-
tion of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Motion agreed to 390-5; 1/9/09. (A
2/3 majority of those present and voting is required for adoption under
suspension of the rules.)

2. HR 384 Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP)/Passage. Bill
that would set conditions on the use of the second $350 billion provided
in the 2008 financial industry bailout law. It would require the Treasury to
commit between $40 billion and $100 billion for foreclosure mitigation and
authorize the Treasury to provide assistance to domestic automobile manu-
facturers. Restrictions on executive compensation could be applied retroac-
tively to institutions that have already received assistance. Passed 260-166;
1/21/09. Referred to the Senate Finance Committee 1/22/09.

3. S 18 Wage Discrimination/Passage (The Lily Ledbetter
Fair Pay Act of 2009). Bill that would amend the 1964 Civil Rights
Act to make it easier for employees to bring wage discrimination suits.

It is a reversal of the Supreme Court’s 2007 decision in Ledbetter v.
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., in which the court ruled that workers suing
for pay restitution had to do so within 180 days of the first discriminato-
ry paycheck. The bill resets the statute of limitations, allowing an employee
180 days to file a discrimination complaint after receiving a paycheck,
rather than only after the initial instance of pay discrimination. Passed
250-177; 1/27/09. Signed into law 1/29/09.

4. HR 2 Children’s Health Insurance/Passage. Waxman (D-
CA) motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would
reauthorize and increase funding for the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program (SCHIP). To offset the cost, it would increase the federal tax on
cigarettes and other tobacco products. It would remove a five-year waiting
period for new, legal immigrants and loosen citizenship and eligibility docu-
mentation requirements. The bill would limit program eligibility to families
earning three times the federal poverty level or less and would require
states to phase out coverage of childless adults. Motion agreed to 290-135;
2/4/09. Signed into law 2/4/09.

5. HR | Economic Stimulus/Conference Report. Conference
report on the bill to provide an estimated $787.2 billion in tax cuts
and spending increases to stimulate the economy, prevent the alternative
minimum tax from applying to millions of additional taxpayers in 2009
and increase the ceiling on federal borrowing. Adopted 246-183; 2/13/09.
Signed into law 2/17/09.

ALABAMA

| Bonner Yy N N N N N N N N N
2 Bright Y N N N N Y N N Y N
3 Rogers Y N N Y N N N N Y N
4 Aderholt Y N N W N N N N Y N
5  Griffith Yy Y N Y N Y N N Y N
6 Bachus Y N N N N N N N N N
7 Davis Yy vy Yy vy Yy Yy Y N Y N
ALASKA

a-l Young Y NN NN Y N Y N N Y N
ARIZONA

I Kirkpatrick Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N
2 Franks Y N N N N N N N N N
3 Shadegg NN N N N N N N N N N
4 Pastor Yy vy y Yy y Yy vy Yy y ¥
5 Mitchell Yy Yy Yy Yy Yy Y N Y Y N
6  Flake Y N N W N N N N N N
7 Grijalva vy Yy Y vy vy Yy y y y
8 Giffords Yy vy Yy y y Yy y Yy y ¥y
ARKANSAS

| Berry vy Y Y Y Y Y NY N
2 Snyder vy Yy vy vy vy Yy vy y ¥y
3 Boogman Y N N N N N N N Y N
4  Ross Yy vy Yy vy Yy Yy Y N Y N
CALIFORNIA

| Thompson Yy vy Yy Yy y y Yy y y ¥y

6. HR 146 Public Lands Designation/Motion to Concur. Rahall
(D-WY) motion to concur in Senate amendments to the bill that would
designate more than 2 million new acres of protected wilderness areas
nationwide. These areas would be blocked from new oil and gas leasing,
logging, mining and commerical development; access to hunting, fishing or
trapping activities allowed by law would not be restricted. Motion agreed to
285-140; 3/25/09. Signed into law 3/30/09.

7. S Con Res 13 FY 2010 Budget Resolution/Conference
Report. Conference report on the concurrent resolution to allow up to
$1.086 trillion in non-emergency discretionary spending for FY 2010, plus
$130 billion in FY 2010 for operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. It would
assume $764 billion in tax cuts over 5 years, tax cuts for households earn-
ing less than $250,000, a provision to keep additional taxpayers from paying
the alternative minimum tax and a permanent extension of the 2009 estate
tax levels. It includes reconciliation instructions to House and Senate commit-
tees to report $2 billion in savings, presumably from health care and student
loan programs, by Oct. 15. It would create a deficit-neutral reserve fund for
health care and climate change legislation. Adopted 233-193; 4/29/09.

8. HR 1913 Hate Crimes Prosecution/Passage. Bill that would
expand federal hate crimes law to cover sexual orientation, gender or dis-
ability, and prescribe specific penalties if firearms are used or if crimes
involve kidnapping or murder. The bill would authorize grants to law
enforcement agencies to investigate and prosecute hate crimes, and funds
through 2010 for additional Justice Department personnel to address hate
crimes. Passed 249-175; 4/29/09. Referred to Senate Judiciary Committee.

9. HR 627 Credit Card Company Regulations/Motion to
Concur. Frank (D-MA) motion to concur in certain provisions of the
Senate amendment to the bill that would add consumer protections to
credit card company lending practices. Not included is @ measure contained
in the Senate version of the bill [see Semate vote 9] that would bar the
Interior Department from prohibiting an individual from possessing a fire-
arm in national parks or wildlife refuges. The bill's provisions would take
effect in nine months. Motion agreed to 361-64; 5/20/09. The Senate ver-
sion of this bill was signed into law 5/22/09.

10. HR 2454 Greenhouse Gas Emissions/Passage. Bill that
would create a cap-and-trade system to limit greenhouse gas emissions
and set new requirements for electric utilities. The bill would set emissions
limits at 17 percent below current levels in 2020, expanding to 83 percent
in 2050. It would require utilities to produce |5 percent of the nation’s
electricity from renewable sources by 2020. Passed 219-212; 6/26/09. Placed
on Senate legislative calendar.

2 Herger

3 Lungren
4 McClintock
5 Matsui

6  Woolsey
7 Miller, George
8 Pelosi

9 lLee

10 Tauscher
Il McNerney
12 Speier

13 Stark

14 Eshoo

15 Honda
16 Lofgren
17 Farr

18 Cardoza
19 Radanovich
20 Costa

21 Nunes

22 McCarthy
23 Capps
24 Gallegly
25 McKeon
26 Dreser

27 Sherman
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DESCRIPTION OF SENATE VOTES

1.S 181 Wage Discrimination/Passage (The Lily
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009). Bill that would amend the
1964 Civil Rights Act to make it easier for employees to bring wage
discrimination suits. It is a reversal of the Supreme Court’s 2007 deci-
sion in Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., in which the court
ruled that workers suing for pay restitution had to do so within 180
days of the first discriminatory paycheck. The bill resets the statute
of limitations, allowing an employee 180 days to file a discrimination
complaint after receiving a paycheck, rather than only after the initial
instance of pay discrimination. Passed 61-36; 1/22/09. Signed into law
1/29/09.

2. HR 2 Children’s Health Insurance/Passage. Bill that
would reauthorize and increase funding for the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (SCHIP). To offset the cost, it would increase the
federal tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products. It would remove a
five-year waiting period for new, legal immigrants and loosen citizenship
and eligibility documentation requirements. The bill would limit program
eligibility to families earning three times the federal poverty level or
less and would require states to phase out coverage of childless adults.
Passed 66-32; 1/29/09. Signed into law 2/4/09.

3. HR | Economic Stimulus/Conference Report. Conference
report on the bill to provide an estimated $787.2 billion in tax cuts
and spending increases to stimulate the economy, prevent the alterna-
tive minimum tax from applying to millions of additional taxpayers in
2009 and increase the ceiling on federal borrowing. (A motion to waive
the Budget Act preceded this vote and Senators cast a single vote that
applied to both.) Motion and vote agreed to 60-38; 2/13/09. Signed
into law 2/17/09.

4. HR 1105 FY 2009 Omnibus Appropriations/Abortion
and Sterilization. Wicker (R-MS) amendment that would eliminate
language in the bill that would allow the U.N. Population Fund to use
funds from the bill for specific purposes, including providing contracep-
tives and reducing child marriage, even if those funds would otherwise
be withheld from UNFPA under U.S. laws barring funds for groups that
support or participate in coercive abortion programs. Rejected 39-55;
3/5/09.

5. HR 1105 FY 2009 Omnibus Appropriations/D.C. School
Vouchers. Ensign (R-NV) amendment to strike a provision to
eliminate funds for the District of Columbia school voucher program
after the 2009-10 school year, unless the program is reauthorized by
Congress and approved by the DC government. Rejected 39-58; 3/10/09.

6. HR 146 Public Lands Bill/Passage. Bill that would designate
more than 2 million new acres of protected wilderness areas nationwide.
These areas would be blocked from new oil and gas leasing, logging, mining
and commerical development; access to hunting, fishing or trapping activities
allowed by law would not be restricted. Passed 77-20; 3/19/09. Signed
into law 3/30/09.

7.5 Con Res 13 FY 2010 Budget Resolution/Conference
Report. Conference report on the concurrent resolution to allow up
to $1.086 trillion in non-emergency discretionary spending for FY 2010,
plus $130 billion in FY 2010 for operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. It
would assume $764 billion in tax cuts over 5 years, tax cuts for house-
holds earning less than $250,000, a provision to keep additional taxpayers
from paying the alternative minimum tax and a permanent extension of
the 2009 estate tax levels. It includes reconciliation instructions to House
and Senate committees to report $2 billion in savings, presumably from
health care and student loan programs, by Oct. I5. It would create a
deficit-neutral reserve fund for health care and climate change legislation.
Adopted 53-43; 4/29/09.

8. HR 627 Credit Card Company Regulations/Firearms
in National Parks. Coburn (R-OK) amendment to the Dodd (D-
(T) substitute bill to add consumer protections to credit card company
lending practices. The Coburn amendment would bar the Interior
Department from prohibiting an individual from possessing a firearm in
a national park or wildlife refuge. Adopted 67-29; 5/12/09.

9.HR 627 Credit Card Company Regulations/Passage. Bill
to add consumer protections to credit card company lending practices.
Included is a measure not contained in the House version of the bill
[see House vote 9] that would bar the Interior Department from pro-
hibiting an individual from possessing a firearm in national parks or
wildlife refuges. The bill's provisions would take effect nine months after
enactment. Passed 90-5; 5/19/09. Signed into law 5/22/09.
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
IN CONGRESS

As you read this guide, take note of how your senators and
representative voted on issues that matter to you. Contact them
regularly and let them know where you stand. Your message may
be as simple as the samples below:

Addresses:

The Honorable ...
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable ...
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Sample letter/e-mail:

Dear Senator/Rep. ..................................................................
| am writing to ask you to support/vote against ... ...
(issue, bill #, if you know it).

This issue is important and deserves your attention.

Sincerely,

Your name, address

Phone: Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121

Sample phone call:

“Hello. My name is ...................... and | am a constituent.
| would like to register my opinion on the issue of ... .
............................ . I am in favor of/opposed to it. Please pass
this information along to Senator................ Rep. oo, .
Thank you.”

E-mail: www.Congress.org provides access to all elected officials. To con-

tact your senators and representative, just enter your zip code.

Please take the time to communicate with your elected officials after a
vote has taken place. Thanking them for favorable votes is as important
as expressing disapproval for unfavorable ones.

Calls, mail and faxes are tallied.

They do make a difference.

JaC

The Jewish Community Voter Guide is published by the JAC Education
Foundation, P. 0. Box 541, Highland Park, lllinois 60035. For more
information, call (847) 433-0944. Contributions to the JAC Education
Foundation are tax deductible for federal income tax purposes as a
donation to an organization exempt under IRS code 501(c)(3).

ABOUT THIS VOTER GUIDE

This is Volume VIII, Number | of the Jewish Community Voter Guide,
published twice a year by the JAC Education Foundation. The Voter Guide
is for informational purposes only and is not intended to influence the
outcome of any election.

The JAC Education Foundation does not advocate the election or
defeat of any candidate and does not endorse any political party.
The information in this Voter Guide is provided as a resource to help
you understand the issues before the |l1th Congress, to communicate
your opinions to elected officials on these issues, and to make you an
informed participant in the political process.

ABOUT THE JAC EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The JAC Education Foundation was formed to educate and engage
the Jewish community in electoral politics and issues of Jewish
concern. The Jewish community is no longer immune to the apathy
and ignorance that affect the nation as a whole. We cannot take
elections for granted: we must educate ourselves, register and vote,
and urge others to do the same.

The JAC Education Foundation seeks to increase political involvement
through knowledge of

* how to be an effective advocate
* which legislative issues are important
* what Congressional action has been taken

ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL INDEX

This is a record of how each member of the United States Congress
voted on issues of concern to American Jewry as identified by the
JAC Education Foundation in consultation with recognized authorities
who monitor these issues. Read the vote descriptions. Examine the
Congressional index to learn how members of Congress voted. These
votes indicate where members of Congress stand on key issues.



