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and more.
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U.S. House of Representatives

DESCRIPTION OF HOUSE VOTES

I. H) Res 45 Debt Limit Increase/Motion to Concur.

Hoyer (D-MD) motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the joint

resolution that would increase the debt limit by $1.9 trillion and
add pay-as-you-go budget rules into law. Motion agreed to 233-187;
2/4/2010. Signed into law 2/12/2010.

2. HR 3590 Health Care Overhaul/Motion to Concur.

Spratt (D-SC) motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill
that would overhaul the nation’s health insurance system and would

require most individuals to buy health insurance by 2014. (See Senate
vote #4, HR 4872.) Motion agreed to 219-212; 3/21/2010. Signed into

law 3/23/2010.

3. HR 4851 Short Term Extensions/Motion to Concur.

Levin (D-MI) motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill

that would extend for two months federal unemployment benefits, flood

insurance programs, increased payment rates to Medicare providers

and COBRA health care premium assistance. Motion agreed to 289-112;

4/15/2010. Signed into law 4/15/2010.

4.HR 5136 FY 2011 Defense Authorization/Don’t Ask,

Don’t Tell Policy Repeal. Murphy (D-PA) amendment that
would repeal the barrier to military service by openly gay men and
women after receipt of Pentagon recommendations on how to imple-

ment a repeal of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell." Adopted in Committee of the

Whole 234-194; 5/27/2010.

5.HR 5136 FY 2011 Defense Authorization/Passage.
Bill that would authorize $725.9 billion in discretionary funding for

defense programs in FY 2011, including $159.3 billion for the wars in

Iraq and Afghanistan and other overseas contingency operations. The
bill would repeal the military’s policy on the service of openly gay
personnel, contingent upon certification and the results of a Dec. I,
2010 review. Passed 229-186; 5/28/2010.

6. HR 4213 American Workers, State and Business
Relief Act of 2010/Motion to Concur. Levin (D -MI)
motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill with section
523 of the House amendment which would increase Medicare reim-
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bursements to doctors by 2.2 percent for the rest of 2010 and by |
percent in 2011. Motion agreed to 245-171; 5/28/2010.

. HR 2194 Iran Sanctions/Conference Report. Berman

(D-CA) motion to suspend the rules and adopt the conference report on
the bill that would impose new sanctions on companies doing business
with Iran. It would expand the list of available sanctions for the presi-
dent to impose on companies that engage in certain trade with Iran
relating to petroleum and gasoline production and refinement. It would
at off international financial institutions from the U.S. banking system
if they do business with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps or
facilitate Tehran's efforts to acquire weapons of mass destruction. Motion
agreed to 408-8; 6/24/2010; Signed into law 7/1/2010.

.HR 5175 Campaign Finance Disclosure/Passage. Bill

that would establish new reporting requirements for corporations, unions
and other interest groups for campaign-related activities. It would
prohibit corporations that are foreign-controlled or have received a
specified amount of government assistance from making expenditures in
political campaigns. As amended, it would exempt from some disclosure
rules certain charitable organizations as well as organizations that are
at least 10 years old, have at least 500,000 dues-paying members, have
members in each state and receive no more than 15% of their funding
from corporations and unions. (The N.RA. is among the exempt groups.)
Passed 219-206; 6/24/2010. (See Senate vote #7, Campaign Finance
Disclosure.)

. HR 4173 Financial Regulatory Overhaul/Conference

Report. Bill to overhaul the regulation of the financial services indus-
try by improving accountability and transparency. The measure would
create a mechanism to address the risks posed by very large financial
institutions, create a new federal agency to oversee consumer financial
products, bring the derivatives market under significant control for the
first time, and give shareholders and regulators greater say in executive
compensation. The costs would be offset by terminating the Troubled
Asset Relief Program (TARP) and increasing deposit insurance premiums
paid by some banks. Adopted 237-192; 6/30/2010. Signed into law
1721/2010.
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DESCRIPTION OF SENATE VOTES

I. H) RES 45 Debt Limit Increase/Passage. Joint resolution
that would increase the statutory debt limit by $1.9 trillion to $14.29
trillion. It would require that new tax and mandatory spending legisla-
tion be budget neutral, enforced by automatic across-the-board spending
cuts in non-exempt programs if the pay-as-you-go tally at the end of
the year shows a deficit. Passed 60-39; 1/28/2010.

. HR 4213 Tax Extenders/Passage. Bill that would extend
economic safety net programs and revive for one year a variety of tax
provisions that expired Dec. 31, 2009. It would extend federal unem-
ployment benefits and health insurance subsidies for jobless workers,
Medicare payment rates to physicians and programs for small-business
loans, certain satellite broadcasting and flood insurance. Passed 62-36;
3/10/2010.

. HR 2847 Job Creation and Retention/Motion to
concur. This measure features a payroll tax break for businesses

5. HR 4173 Financial Regulatory Overhaul/Conference

Report. Bill to overhaul the regulation of the financial services indus-
try by improving accountability and transparency. The measure would
create a mechanism to address the risks posed by very large financial
institutions, create a new federal agency to oversee consumer financial
products, bring the derivatives market under significant control for the
first time, and give shareholders and regulators greater say in executive
compensation. The costs would be offset by terminating the Troubled
Asset Relief Program (TARP) and increasing deposit insurance premi-
ums paid by some banks. Adopted 60-39; 7/15/2010. Signed into law
1721/2010.

6. HR 2194 Iran Sanctions/Conference Report. Bill that

would impose new sanctions on companies doing business with Iran.
It would expand the list of available sanctions for the president to
impose on companies that engage in certain trade with Iran relating

to petroleum and gasoline production and refinement. It would cut off
international financial institutions from the U.S. banking system if they
do business with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps or facilitate
Tehran’s efforts to acquire weapons of mass destruction. Adopted (thus
sent to the House) 99-0; 6/24/2010. Signed into law 7/1/2010.

that hire the jobless, along with a $1,000 tax credit if they keep those
workers on the job at least a year. It also includes extensions of the
surface transportation programs funded by the Highway Trust Fund,

the Build America Bonds program and generous expensing rules for
small businesses. Motion agreed to 68-29; 3/17/2010. Signed into law

3/18/2010. - ] . -
7.S 3628 Campaign Finance Disclosure/Cloture. Motion

to invoke cloture (thus limit debate) on the bill that would require
chief executives to appear in ads funded by their organizations. It
would ban election-related spending by companies that have received
federal aid, or those with more than 20 percent foreign ownership or
large government contracts. Because the cloture vote failed, no vote
was taken on this bill. Cloture votes, which require 3/5 of the senators,
are used in the Senate to end debate and move to a final up-or-down
vote. Voting against cloture is essentially a filibuster, as it prevents fur-
ther action from being taken. Rejected 57-41; 7/27/2010. (HR 5175, a
campaign finance disclosure bill, passed in the House.)

4. HR 4872 Health Care Reconciliation. Bill that would
increase federal subsidies to help low and moderate income families
purchase coverage through new health insurance exchanges, phase out
the coverage gap for Medicare prescriptions drug enrollees and adjust
federal matching funds for Medicaid. Included are revisions to the
student loan programs that would eliminate federal subsidies paid to
private lenders, which amount to approximately $61 billion dollars in
savings that will be used to fund other education programs. By writ-
ing President Obama's health care plan as a budget bill, Democrats
prevented a promised Republican filibuster and advanced the bill with a
simple majority instead of the 60-vote supermajority required to stop a
filibuster. Passed 56-43; 3/25/2010. Signed into law 3/30/2010.
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HOW LAWS ARE MADE

Laws may be initiated in either chamber of Congress, the House of Representatives or the Senate. As the majority of laws
originate in the House of Representatives, this summary will focus principally on the procedure in that body.

|.When a Representative has an idea for a new law, s/he becomes the sponsor of that bill and introduces it by giving it
to the clerk of the House or by placing it in a box, called the hopper. The clerk assigns a legislative number to the bill,
with H.R. for bills introduced in the House and S. for bills introduced in the Senate. The Government Printing Office (GPO)
then prints the bill and distributes copies to each representative.

2. Next, the bill is assigned to a committee (the House has 22 standing committees, each with jurisdiction over bills in
certain areas) by the Speaker of the House so that it can be studied.

The standing committee (or often a subcommittee) studies the bill and hears testimony from experts and people interested
in the bill. The committee then may release the bill with a recommendation to pass it, or revise the bill and release it,
or lay it aside so that the House cannot vote on it. Releasing the bill is called reporting it out, while laying it aside is
called tabling.

3. If the bill is released, it then goes on a calendar (a list of bills awaiting action). Here the House Rules Committee may
aall for the bill to be voted on quickly, limit the debate, or limit or prohibit amendments. Undisputed bills may be passed
by unanimous consent, or by a two-thirds vote if members agree to suspend the rules.

4. The bill now goes to the floor of the House for consideration and begins with a complete reading of the bill (some-
times this is the only complete reading). A third reading (title only) occurs after any amendments have been added. If the
bill passes by simple majority (218 of 435), the bill moves to the Senate.

5. In order to be introduced in the Senate, a senator must be recognized by the Presiding Officer and announce the
introduction of the bill. Sometimes, when a bill has passed in one house, it becomes known as an act; however, this term
usually means a bill that has been passed by both houses and becomes law.

6. Just as in the House, the bill then is assigned to a committee. It is assigned to one of the Senate's I6 standing com-
mittees by the Presiding Officer. The Senate committee studies and either releases or tables the bill just like the House
standing committee.

1. Once released, the bill goes to the Senate floor for consideration. Bills are voted on in the Senate based on the order
they come from the committee; however, an urgent bill may be pushed ahead by leaders of the majority party. When the
Senate considers the bill, they can vote on it indefinitely. When there is no more debate, the bill is voted on. A simple
majority (51 of 100) passes the bill.

8. The bill now moves onto a conference committee, which is made up of members from each chamber. The committee
works out any differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill. The revised bill is sent back to both the
House and Senate for their final approval. Once approved, the bill is printed by the Government Printing Office (GPO) in a
process called enrolling. The clerk from the introducing chamber certifies the final version.

9. The enrolled bill is now signed by the Speaker of the House and then the Vice President. Finally, it is sent for presiden-
tial consideration. The President has 10 days to sign or veto the enrolled bill. If the President vetoes the bill, it can still
become a law if two-thirds of the Senate and two-thirds of the House then vote in favor of the bill.



