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ALABAMA

1 Bonner 
2 Bright
3 Rogers 
4 Aderholt  
5 Griffith 
6 Bachus 
7 Davis  
ALASKA
 a-l Young  
ARIZONA
1 Kirkpatrick 
2 Franks 
3 Shadegg
4 Pastor  
5 Mitchell
6 Flake
7 Grijalva
8 Giffords
ARKANSAS

1  Berry
2  Snyder
3  Boozman
4  Ross
CALIFORNIA

1 Thompson

DESCR I P T ION  O F  HOUSE  VOTE S 

bursements to doctors by 2.2 percent for the rest of 2010 and by 1 
percent in 2011. Motion agreed to 245-171; 5/28/2010.

7.  HR 2194 Iran Sanctions/Conference Report. Berman 
(D-CA) motion to suspend the rules and adopt the conference report on 
the bill that would impose new sanctions on companies doing business 
with Iran. It would expand the list of available sanctions for the presi-
dent to impose on companies that engage in certain trade with Iran 
relating to petroleum and gasoline production and refinement. It would 
cut off international financial institutions from the U.S. banking system 
if they do business with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps or 
facilitate Tehran’s efforts to acquire weapons of mass destruction. Motion 
agreed to 408-8; 6/24/2010; Signed into law 7/1/2010.

8.  HR 5175 Campaign Finance Disclosure/Passage. Bill 
that would establish new reporting requirements for corporations, unions 
and other interest groups for campaign-related activities. It would 
prohibit corporations that are foreign-controlled or have received a 
specified amount of government assistance from making expenditures in 
political campaigns. As amended, it would exempt from some disclosure 
rules certain charitable organizations as well as organizations that are 
at least 10 years old, have at least 500,000 dues-paying members, have 
members in each state and receive no more than 15% of their funding 
from corporations and unions. (The N.R.A. is among the exempt groups.) 
Passed 219-206; 6/24/2010. (See Senate vote #7, Campaign Finance 
Disclosure.) 

9.  HR 4173 Financial Regulatory Overhaul/Conference 
Report. Bill to overhaul the regulation of the financial services indus-
try by improving accountability and transparency. The measure would 
create a mechanism to address the risks posed by very large financial 
institutions, create a new federal agency to oversee consumer financial 
products, bring the derivatives market under significant control for the 
first time, and give shareholders and regulators greater say in executive 
compensation. The costs would be offset by terminating the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program (TARP) and increasing deposit insurance premiums 
paid by some banks. Adopted 237-192; 6/30/2010. Signed into law 
7/21/2010.

2 Herger
3 Lungren
4 McClintock
5 Matsui
6 Woolsey
7 Miller, George
8 Pelosi
9 Lee
10 Garamendi
11 McNerney
12 Speier
13 Stark
14 Eshoo
15 Honda
16 Lofgren
17 Farr
18 Cardoza
19 Radanovich
20 Costa
21 Nunes
22 McCarthy
23 Capps 
24 Gallegly
25 McKeon
26 Dreier
27 Sherman2
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1.  HJ Res 45 Debt Limit Increase/Motion to Concur.  
Hoyer (D-MD) motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the joint 
resolution that would increase the debt limit by $1.9 trillion and 
add pay-as-you-go budget rules into law. Motion agreed to 233-187;  
2/4/2010. Signed into law 2/12/2010.

2.  HR 3590 Health Care Overhaul/Motion to Concur. 
Spratt (D-SC) motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill 
that would overhaul the nation’s health insurance system and would 
require most individuals to buy health insurance by 2014. (See Senate 
vote #4, HR 4872.) Motion agreed to 219-212; 3/21/2010. Signed into 
law 3/23/2010.

3.  HR 4851 Short Term Extensions/Motion to Concur. 
Levin (D-MI) motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill 
that would extend for two months federal unemployment benefits, flood 
insurance programs, increased payment rates to Medicare providers 
and COBRA health care premium assistance. Motion agreed to 289-112; 
4/15/2010. Signed into law 4/15/2010.

4.  HR 5136 FY 2011 Defense Authorization/Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell Policy Repeal. Murphy (D-PA) amendment that 
would repeal the barrier to military service by openly gay men and 
women after receipt of Pentagon recommendations on how to imple-
ment a repeal of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell." Adopted in Committee of the 
Whole 234-194;  5/27/2010.

5.  HR 5136 FY 2011 Defense Authorization/Passage. 
Bill that would authorize $725.9 billion in discretionary funding for 
defense programs in FY 2011, including $159.3 billion for the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and other overseas contingency operations. The 
bill would repeal the military’s policy on the service of openly gay 
personnel, contingent upon certification and the results of a Dec. 1, 
2010 review. Passed 229-186; 5/28/2010.

6.  HR 4213 American Workers, State and Business 
Relief Act of 2010/Motion to Concur. Levin (D -MI) 
motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill with section 
523 of the House amendment which would increase Medicare reim-
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28 Berman
29 Schiff 
30 Waxman
31 Becerra
32 Chu
33 Watson
34 Roybal-Allard
35 Waters
36 Harman
37 Richardson
38 Napolitano
39 Sanchez, Linda
40 Royce
41 Lewis
42 Miller, Gary
43 Baca
44 Calvert
45 Bono Mack
46 Rohrabacher
47 Sanchez, Loretta
48 Campbell
49 Issa
50 Bilbray
51 Filner
52 Hunter
53 Davis
COLORADO

1 DeGette
2 Polis
3 Salazar
4 Markey
5 Lamborn
6 Coffman
7 Perlmutter
CONNECTICUT

 1 Larson
 2 Courtney
 3 DeLauro
 4 Himes
 5 Murphy 
DELAWARE

 a-l Castle
FLORIDA

 1 Miller
 2 Boyd
 3 Brown
 4 Crenshaw
 5 Brown-Waite
 6 Stearns
 7 Mica
 8 Grayson
 9 Bilirakis
 10 Young
 11 Castor
 12 Putnam
 13 Buchanan
 14 Mack 
 15 Posey
 16 Rooney
 17 Meek
 18 Ros-Lehtinen
 19 Deutch
 20 Wasserman Schultz
 21 Diaz-Balart, L.
 22 Klein
 23 Hastings
 24 Kosmas
 25 Diaz-Balart, M.
GEORGIA

 1 Kingston
 2 Bishop
 3 Westmoreland

 4 Johnson
 5 Lewis
 6 Price
 7 Linder
 8 Marshall
 9 Graves
10 Broun
11 Gingrey
12 Barrow
13 Scott
HAWAII 
1 D'jou 
2 Hirono
IDAHO

1 Minnick
2 Simpson 
ILLINOIS

1 Rush
2 Jackson
3 Lipinski
4 Gutierrez
5 Quigley
6 Roskam
7 Davis
8 Bean
9 Schakowsky
10 Kirk
11 Halvorson
12 Costello
13 Biggert
14 Foster
15 Johnson
16 Manzullo
17 Hare
18 Schock
19 Shimkus
INDIANA

1 Visclosky
2 Donnelly
3 Souder
4 Buyer
5 Burton
6 Pence
7 Carson
8 Ellsworth
9 Hill 
IOWA 
1 Braley
2 Loebsack
3 Boswell
4 Latham
5 King
KANSAS

1 Moran
2 Jenkins
3 Moore
4 Tiahrt
KENTUCKY

 1 Whitfield
 2 Guthrie
 3 Yarmuth
 4 Davis
 5 Rogers
 6 Chandler
LOUISIANA

 1 Scalise
 2 Cao
 3 Melançon
 4 Fleming
 5 Alexander
 6 Cassidy
 7 Boustany
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MAINE

 1 Pingree
 2 Michaud
MARYLAND

 1 Kratovil
 2 Ruppersberger
 3 Sarbanes
 4 Edwards
 5 Hoyer
 6 Bartlett
 7 Cummings
 8 Van Hollen
MASSACHUSETTS

 1 Olver
 2 Neal
 3 McGovern
 4 Frank
 5 Tsongas
 6 Tierney
 7 Markey
 8 Capuano
 9 Lynch
 10 Delahunt
MICHIGAN

 1 Stupak
 2 Hoekstra
 3 Ehlers
 4 Camp
 5 Kildee
 6 Upton
 7 Schauer
 8 Rogers
 9 Peters
 10 Miller
 11 McCotter
 12 Levin
 13 Kilpatrick
 14 Conyers
 15 Dingell 
MINNESOTA

 1 Walz
 2 Kline
 3 Paulsen
 4 McCollum
 5 Ellison
 6 Bachmann
 7 Peterson
 8 Oberstar
MISSISSIPPI

 1 Childers
 2 Thompson
 3 Harper
 4 Taylor 
MISSOURI

 1 Clay
 2 Akin
 3 Carnahan
 4 Skelton
 5 Cleaver
 6 Graves
 7 Blunt
 8 Emerson
 9 Luetkemeyer
MONTANA

 a-l Rehberg
NEBRASKA

 1 Fortenberry
 2 Terry
 3 Smith
NEVADA

 1 Berkley
 2 Heller
 3 Titus

NEW HAMPSHIRE

1 Shea-Porter 
2 Hodes
NEW JERSEY

 1 Andrews
 2 LoBiondo
 3 Adler
 4 Smith
 5 Garrett
 6 Pallone
 7 Lance
 8 Pascrell
 9 Rothman
10 Payne
11 Frelinghuysen
12 Holt
13 Sires
NEW MEXICO

1  Heinrich
2  Teague
3  Lujan
NEW YORK

1  Bishop
2  Israel
3  King
4  McCarthy
5  Ackerman
6  Meeks
7  Crowley
8  Nadler
9  Weiner
10 Towns
11 Clarke
12 Velazquez
13 McMahon
14 Maloney
15 Rangel
16 Serrano
17 Engel
18 Lowey
19 Hall
20 Murphy
21 Tonko
22 Hinchey
23 Owens
24 Arcuri
25 Maffei
26 Lee
27 Higgins
28 Slaughter
29 Vacant 
NORTH CAROLINA
1 Butterfield
2 Etheridge
3 Jones
4 Price
5 Foxx
6 Coble
7 McIntyre
8 Kissell
9 Myrick
10 McHenry
11 Shuler
12 Watt
13 Miller
NORTH DAKOTA 
a-l  Pomeroy
OHIO

 1 Driehaus
 2 Schmidt
 3 Turner
 4 Jordan
 5 Latta
 6 Wilson4
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 7 Austria
 8 Boehner
 9 Kaptur
 10 Kucinich
 11 Fudge
 12 Tiberi
 13 Sutton
 14 LaTourette
 15 Kilroy
 16 Boccieri
 17 Ryan
 18 Space
OKLAHOMA

 1 Sullivan
 2 Boren
 3 Lucas
 4 Cole
 5 Fallin
OREGON

 1 Wu
 2 Walden
 3 Blumenauer
 4 DeFazio 
 5 Schrader
PENNSYLVANIA

 1 Brady
 2 Fattah 
 3 Dahlkemper 
 4 Altmire 
 5 Thompson 
 6 Gerlach 
 7 Sestak 
 8 Murphy, P. 
 9 Shuster 
 10 Carney 
 11 Kanjorski 
 12 Critz  
 13 Schwartz 
 14 Doyle 
 15 Dent 
 16 Pitts 
 17 Holden 
 18 Murphy, T. 
 19 Platts 
RHODE ISLAND

 1 Kennedy 
 2 Langevin 
SOUTH CAROLINA

 1 Brown 
 2 Wilson 
 3 Barrett 
 4 Inglis  
 5 Spratt  
 6 Clyburn 
SOUTH DAKOTA

 a-l Herseth Sandlin 
TENNESSEE

 1 Roe 
 2 Duncan 
 3 Wamp 
 4 Davis 
 5 Cooper 
 6 Gordon 
 7 Blackburn 
 8 Tanner 
 9 Cohen 
TEXAS

 1 Gohmert  
 2 Poe
 3 Johnson, S.
 4 Hall
 5 Hensarling

 6 Barton
 7 Culberson
 8 Brady
 9 Green, A.
 10 McCaul
 11 Conaway
 12 Granger
 13 Thornberry
 14 Paul
 15 Hinojosa
 16 Reyes
 17 Edwards 
 18 Jackson Lee
 19 Neugebauer
 20 Gonzalez
 21 Smith
 22 Olson
 23 Rodriguez
 24 Marchant 
 25 Doggett
 26 Burgess
 27 Ortiz
 28 Cuellar
 29 Green, G.
 30 Johnson, E.B.
 31 Carter
 32 Sessions
UTAH

 1 Bishop
 2 Matheson
 3 Chaffetz
VERMONT

 a-l Welch
VIRGINIA

 1 Wittman  
 2 Nye
 3 Scott
 4 Forbes
 5 Perriello
 6 Goodlatte
 7 Cantor
 8 Moran
 9 Boucher
 10 Wolf
 11 Connolly
WASHINGTON

 1 Inslee
 2 Larsen
 3 Baird
 4 Hastings
 5 McMorris Rodgers
 6 Dicks
 7 McDermott
 8 Reichert
 9 Smith
WEST VIRGINIA

 1 Mollohan
 2 Capito
 3 Rahall
WISCONSIN

 1 Ryan
 2 Baldwin
 3 Kind
 4 Moore
 5 Sensenbrenner  
6 Petri
 7 Obey
 8 Kagen
WYOMING

 a-l Lummis

5

N N N N N N Y N N
N N NV N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N
N Y Y Y N Y N Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y
N N Y N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N Y N N Y Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

N N N N N N Y N N
Y N Y NV NV NV Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N Y N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y
Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
NV N N N N N Y N N
N N Y N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
    N Y Y Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N Y N Y Y Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y
N N Y N N N Y N N
N N Y N N N Y N N

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

N N NV N NV N NV NV N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N NV N N N NV NV N
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Y N Y Y Y N Y N Y

N N Y N N N Y N N
N N N N N N NV N N
N N NV N N N NV NV NV
NV N Y N N Y Y N N
Y Y N Y Y N Y Y N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N
Y N Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N

N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N N N N Y Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N Y N N N N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y NV Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y N Y N Y Y Y Y N
Y Y NV Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N NV N N N Y N N
Y Y NV Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N Y N N Y Y N N
Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N
Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N

N N N N N N Y N N
Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N

Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y

N N N N N N Y N N
N N Y Y Y Y Y N Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y N Y N Y Y Y Y N
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N
N N N N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y N N NV Y Y
N N Y N Y N Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
N N NV N N Y Y N N
Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y

N N N NV NV NV Y N N
Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
NV Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y
N N N N N N Y N N
N N Y N N N Y N N
Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

N N N N N N Y N NU
.S

. H
ou

se
 o

f 
R

ep
re

se
nt

at
iv

es
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 



DESCR I P T ION  O F  S ENATE  VOTE S 

ALABAMA
Sessions 
Shelby 
ALASKA
 Begich
 Murkowski
ARIZONA
 Kyl
 McCain
ARKANSAS
 Lincoln
 Pryor
CALIFORNIA
 Boxer 
 Feinstein
COLORADO
 Bennet
 Udall
CONNECTICUT
 Dodd
 Lieberman
DELAWARE
 Carper
 Kaufman

5.  HR 4173 Financial Regulatory Overhaul/Conference 
Report. Bill to overhaul the regulation of the financial services indus-
try by improving accountability and transparency. The measure would 
create a mechanism to address the risks posed by very large financial 
institutions, create a new federal agency to oversee consumer financial 
products, bring the derivatives market under significant control for the 
first time, and give shareholders and regulators greater say in executive 
compensation. The costs would be offset by terminating the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program (TARP) and increasing deposit insurance premi-
ums paid by some banks. Adopted 60-39; 7/15/2010. Signed into law 
7/21/2010.

6.  HR 2194 Iran Sanctions/Conference Report. Bill that 
would impose new sanctions on companies doing business with Iran. 
It would expand the list of available sanctions for the president to 
impose on companies that engage in certain trade with Iran relating 
to petroleum and gasoline production and refinement. It would cut off 
international financial institutions from the U.S. banking system if they 
do business with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps or facilitate 
Tehran’s efforts to acquire weapons of mass destruction. Adopted (thus 
sent to the House) 99-0; 6/24/2010. Signed into law 7/1/2010.

7.  S 3628 Campaign Finance Disclosure/Cloture. Motion 
to invoke cloture (thus limit debate) on the bill that would require 
chief executives to appear in ads funded by their organizations. It 
would ban election-related spending by companies that have received 
federal aid, or those with more than 20 percent foreign ownership or 
large government contracts. Because the cloture vote failed, no vote 
was taken on this bill. Cloture votes, which require 3/5 of the senators, 
are used in the Senate to end debate and move to a final up-or-down 
vote. Voting against cloture is essentially a filibuster, as it prevents fur-
ther action from being taken. Rejected 57-41; 7/27/2010. (HR 5175, a 
campaign finance disclosure bill, passed in the House.)

FLORIDA
 LeMieux
 Nelson
GEORGIA
 Chambliss
 Isakson
HAWAII
 Akaka
 Inouye
IDAHO
Crapo 
Risch
ILLINOIS
 Burris
 Durbin
INDIANA
 Bayh
 Lugar
IOWA
 Grassley 
Harkin
KANSAS
 Brownback
 Roberts 
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1.  HJ RES 45 Debt Limit Increase/Passage. Joint resolution 

that would increase the statutory debt limit by $1.9 trillion to $14.29 
trillion. It would require that new tax and mandatory spending legisla-
tion be budget neutral, enforced by automatic across-the-board spending 
cuts in non-exempt programs if the pay-as-you-go tally at the end of 
the year shows a deficit. Passed 60-39; 1/28/2010.

2.  HR 4213 Tax Extenders/Passage. Bill that would extend 
economic safety net programs and revive for one year a variety of tax 
provisions that expired Dec. 31, 2009. It would extend federal unem-
ployment benefits and health insurance subsidies for jobless workers, 
Medicare payment rates to physicians and programs for small-business 
loans, certain satellite broadcasting and flood insurance. Passed 62-36; 
3/10/2010.

3.  HR 2847 Job Creation and Retention/Motion to 
concur. This measure features a payroll tax break for businesses 
that hire the jobless, along with a $1,000 tax credit if they keep those 
workers on the job at least a year. It also includes extensions of the 
surface transportation programs funded by the Highway Trust Fund, 
the Build America Bonds program and generous expensing rules for 
small businesses. Motion agreed to 68-29; 3/17/2010. Signed into law 
3/18/2010.

4.  HR 4872 Health Care Reconciliation. Bill that would  
increase federal subsidies to help low and moderate income families 
purchase coverage through new health insurance exchanges, phase out 
the coverage gap for Medicare prescriptions drug enrollees and adjust 
federal matching funds for Medicaid. Included are revisions to the 
student loan programs that would eliminate federal subsidies paid to 
private lenders, which amount to approximately $61 billion dollars in 
savings that will be used to fund other education programs. By writ-
ing President Obama's health care plan as a budget bill, Democrats 
prevented a promised Republican filibuster and advanced the bill with a 
simple majority instead of the 60-vote supermajority required to stop a 
filibuster. Passed 56-43; 3/25/2010. Signed into law 3/30/2010.



PENNSYLVANIA
 Casey 
 Specter
RHODE ISLAND
 Reed
 Whitehouse
SOUTH CAROLINA
  DeMint
 Graham
SOUTH DAKOTA
 Johnson
 Thune
TENNESSEE
 Alexander
 Corker
TEXAS
 Cornyn 
 Hutchison
UTAH
 Bennett
 Hatch
VERMONT
 Leahy
 Sanders
VIRGINIA
 Warner 
 Webb
WASHINGTON 
 Cantwell
 Murray 
WEST VIRGINIA
 Goodwin 
 Rockefeller
WISCONSIN
 Feingold 
 Kohl
WYOMING
 Barrasso
 Enzi 

key
Democrats 

Republicans

Independents

Y =  “Yes” (vote in favor of   
the measure described in 
vote description)

N =  “No” (vote against the 
measure described in 
vote description)

NV =  No vote recorded on 
the measure described 
in vote description

Blank space indicates that 
person was not in office  
when votes were cast
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KENTUCKY
 Bunning 
 McConnell
LOUISIANA
 Landrieu
 Vitter
MAINE
 Collins 
 Snowe
MARYLAND
 Cardin
 Mikulski
MASSACHUSETTS
 Brown 
 Kerry
MICHIGAN
 Levin 
 Stabenow
MINNESOTA
 Franken 
 Klobuchar
MISSISSIPPI
 Cochran
 Wicker
MISSOURI
 Bond
 McCaskill 
MONTANA
 Baucus
 Tester
NEBRASKA
 Johanns
 Nelson
NEVADA
 Ensign   
 Reid 
NEW HAMPSHIRE
 Gregg
 Shaheen
NEW JERSEY
 Lautenberg
 Menendez
NEW MEXICO
 Bingaman 
 Udall 
NEW YORK
 Gillibrand
 Schumer
NORTH CAROLINA
 Burr
 Hagan
NORTH DAKOTA
 Conrad
 Dorgan
OHIO
 Brown
 Voinovich
OKLAHOMA 
 Coburn
 Inhofe 
OREGON
Merkley 
Wyden 
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HOW LAWS ARE MADE
Laws may be initiated in either chamber of Congress, the House of Representatives or the Senate. As the majority of laws 
originate in the House of Representatives, this summary will focus principally on the procedure in that body. 

1. When a Representative has an idea for a new law, s/he becomes the sponsor of that bill and introduces it by giving it 
to the clerk of the House or by placing it in a box, called the hopper. The clerk assigns a legislative number to the bill, 
with H.R. for bills introduced in the House and S. for bills introduced in the Senate. The Government Printing Office (GPO) 
then prints the bill and distributes copies to each representative. 

2. Next, the bill is assigned to a committee (the House has 22 standing committees, each with jurisdiction over bills in 
certain areas) by the Speaker of the House so that it can be studied. 

The standing committee (or often a subcommittee) studies the bill and hears testimony from experts and people interested 
in the bill. The committee then may release the bill with a recommendation to pass it, or revise the bill and release it, 
or lay it aside so that the House cannot vote on it. Releasing the bill is called reporting it out, while laying it aside is 
called tabling.

3. If the bill is released, it then goes on a calendar (a list of bills awaiting action). Here the House Rules Committee may 
call for the bill to be voted on quickly, limit the debate, or limit or prohibit amendments. Undisputed bills may be passed 
by unanimous consent, or by a two-thirds vote if members agree to suspend the rules.

4. The bill now goes to the floor of the House for consideration and begins with a complete reading of the bill (some-
times this is the only complete reading). A third reading (title only) occurs after any amendments have been added. If the 
bill passes by simple majority (218 of 435), the bill moves to the Senate.

5. In order to be introduced in the Senate, a senator must be recognized by the Presiding Officer and announce the 
introduction of the bill. Sometimes, when a bill has passed in one house, it becomes known as an act; however, this term 
usually means a bill that has been passed by both houses and becomes law.

6. Just as in the House, the bill then is assigned to a committee. It is assigned to one of the Senate's 16 standing com-
mittees by the Presiding Officer. The Senate committee studies and either releases or tables the bill just like the House 
standing committee.

7. Once released, the bill goes to the Senate floor for consideration. Bills are voted on in the Senate based on the order 
they come from the committee; however, an urgent bill may be pushed ahead by leaders of the majority party. When the 
Senate considers the bill, they can vote on it indefinitely. When there is no more debate, the bill is voted on. A simple 
majority (51 of 100) passes the bill.

8. The bill now moves onto a conference committee, which is made up of members from each chamber. The committee 
works out any differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill. The revised bill is sent back to both the 
House and Senate for their final approval. Once approved, the bill is printed by the Government Printing Office (GPO) in a 
process called enrolling. The clerk from the introducing chamber certifies the final version.

9. The enrolled bill is now signed by the Speaker of the House and then the Vice President. Finally, it is sent for presiden-
tial consideration. The President has 10 days to sign or veto the enrolled bill. If the President vetoes the bill, it can still 
become a law if two-thirds of the Senate and two-thirds of the House then vote in favor of the bill.


