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This is Volume IX, Number 4 of the Jewish Community Voter Guide,
published twice a year by the JAC Education Foundation. The Voter

Guide is for informational purposes only and is not intended to

influence the outcome of any election.
and to make you an informed participant in the political process.

take elections for granted: we must educate ourselves, register and
nized authorities who monitor these issues. Read the vote descrip-
tions. Examine the Congressional index to learn how members of
Congress voted. These votes indicate where members of Congress

vote, and urge others to do the same.
fied by the JAC Education Foundation in consultation with recog-

The JAC Education Foundation seeks to increase political involve-
This is a record of how each member of the United States
Congress voted on issues of concern to American Jewry as identi-

thy and ignorance that affect the nation as a whole. We cannot
ment through knowledge of:

The JAC Education Foundation was formed to educate and engage
concern. The Jewish community is no longer immune to the apa-

communicate your opinions to elected officials on these issues,
the Jewish community in electoral politics and issues of Jewish

ABOUT THIS VOTER GUIDE

The JAC Education Foundation does not advocate the election or
defeat of any candidate and does not endorse any political party.
The information in this Voter Guide is provided as a resource to
help you understand the issues before the |12th Congress, to
ABOUT THE JAC EDUCATION FOUNDATION

* how to be an effective advocate

* which legislative issues are important

* what Congressional action has been taken

ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL INDEX

stand on key issues.

and | am

224-3121

)

They do make a difference.

e
O
=
=|
<
-
(D]
-
<
w
L
WM
(8
o
(=
<
=
z
o5
=
<
O

representative voted on issues that matter to you. Contact them
regularly and let them know where you stand. Your message may
| am in favor of/opposed to it. Please pass this information
E-mail: www.congress.org provides access to all elected officials.
To contact your senators and representative, just enter your zip
code.

Please take the time to communicate with your elected officials
after a vote has taken place. Thanking them for favorable votes
is as important as expressing disapproval for unfavorable ones.
The Jewish Community Voter Guide is published by the JAC Education
Foundation, P. 0. Box 541, Highland Park, lllinois 60035. For more
information, call (847) 433-0944. Contributions to the JAC Education
Foundation are tax deductible for federal income tax purposes as a
donation to an organization exempt under IRS code 501(c)(3)

along to Senator ...

a constituent. | would like to register my opinion on the
Thank you.”

| am writing to ask you to support/vote against...............

(issue, bill #, if you know it).
This issue is important and deserves your attention.

Sincerely,
“Hello. My mame is ...

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Homorable ...
United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Sample letter/e-mail:

Dear Senator/Rep. ...
Your name, address

Phone: Capitol Switchboard (202

Sample phone call:

As you read this guide, take note of how your senators and
The Homorable ...

HOW TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD

IN CONGRESS

be as simple as the samples below:

Addresses:




DESCRIPTION OF HOUSE VOTES

I. HR 6079 Repeal of Health Care Overhaul/Passage. 5. HR 4310 Fiscal 2013 Defense Authorization/

. . KENTUCKY PENNSYLVANIA
N Passage. of the .b|II that V{oul.d. repeal the 2010 hea.lth care overhaul Conference Report.. Adoption of.t!le conference report on . MConnell N N N Y N Y N Y Casey Y Y Y Y Y Yy v
law, which requires most individuals to buy health insurance by 2014; the bill that would authorize $648.7 billion for defense programs in Paul N N N Y N N N N Toomey N N N Y N Y N Y
Q_) makes changes to government health care programs and sets new fiscal 2013, including $85.5 billion for overseas military operations. LouisiANA RHODE ISLAND
> requirements for health insurers. Passed 244-185; July 11, 2012. Placed It would authorize the use of Defense Department funds for abortion Landrieu Yy oy Yy Yy vy oy vy y Reed Y Y Y Y Yy oy oy y
. on Senate Calendar; never brought to Senate Floor. for military personnel in cases of rape or incest. The measure would Vitter NNON YO N Y Yy Whitehouse L/ S A A S AR B
E block the use of Defense Department funds for | year to transfer Maine SoutH CAROLINA
N 2. HR 3803 D.C. Abortion Ban/Passage. Franks (R-AZ) — or release prisoners at the Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Dentention Center ?”//”“ NNy DeMins NN Y N NN W
o motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill that would prohibit into the U.S. or its territories/possessions. Adopted 315-107; December MWW e Graban NN N N YN
abortions in the District of Columbia after 20 weeks of pregnancy, 20, 2012. Became public law January 2, 2013. - EIHITDARGTS
o [ A : : . Cardin Yy vy vy y y Yy ¥y ¥ Johnson Y Y Y Y Y Y Y ¥
except when the woman’s life is endangered. Motion rejected 220-154; Mikulski oy Vo Thune v rON
Q_) a 2/3 majority of those present and voting (250 in this case) is 6. HR 8 Tax Rates Extensions/Motion to Concur. (amp MASSACHUSETTS TENNESSEE
@p) required for passage under suspension of the rules. July 31, 2012. (R-MI) motion to concur in the Senate amendments to the bl!| t'hgt e Yy WY Alexcander Y YN Y
Q) permanently would extend the 209! and 2903 tax rates for individ- Kerry Y oy Yy oy Cladbar Y Y N Y
3. HR 1905 Iran and Syria Sanctions/Adoption. Consensus ual income below $400,000 and joint-filer income below $450,000. MICHIGAN Texas
H measure negogiated — the measure would expand the list of activities Rates for income above those thresholds would rise from 35% to Levin Yy Y v Cornyn Y Y N ¥
Q.‘ that could trigger sanctions against third parties doing business with 39.6%. It also permanently would extend the tax rates on divi- Stabenow v roy Hutechison Y Yy or oy
Q) Iran. Sanctionable activities would include providing insurance for vessels dends and capital gains for individuals’ income below $400,000 and MINNESOTA Utan
that ship Iranian oil, purchasing Iranian debt and supporting Iranian joint-filer income below $450,000. Rates for the dividends and capital Franken o N Hatch NV Y N
m port-facility construction and management. Motion agreed to 421-6; a gains taxes would rise to 20% for income above those thresholds. Lalomelop r v i ! NooNN
2/3 majority of those present and voting (285 in this case) is required The measure would delay the automatic, across-the-board cuts known 'gss/'ss'PP' VERMONT
for adoption under suspension of the rules. August I, 2012. Senate as sequester for 2 months. The measure also would tax individual Waf”‘m o Ul Lzl ! Ny
. . . . icker N Y Y Sanders Y N Y Y
l4—4 cleared by voice vote. Became public law August 10, 2012. estates valued at more than $5 million and joint estates valued at
T 0 o Missouri VIRGINIA
more than $10 million at 40%. It permanently would “patch” the
. . . R S Blunt N Y Y N Warner y Y N Y
4. HR 3783 Iran Policy/Passage. Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) — motion Alternative Minimum Tax to account for inflation. Unemployment McCaskill Yoy Yoy Webb Y Yooy
Q) to suspend the rules and concur in the Senate amendment to the bill insurance would be extended through 2013. Motion agreed to 257- MONTANA W ASHINGION
that would state that the United States shall use a government-wide 167; January 1, 2013. Became public law January I, 2013. Baucus Yy v Yy v Cantwell Y Y Y oy
P strategy to counter Iran’s presence in the Western Hemisphere and Tester Y v Y v Murray Y YooY oy
’:S would direct the Secretary of State to assess the threats posed by Iran NEBRASKA WEST VIRGINIA
and submit to Congress a strategy to counter Iran’s increased activity. Johanns N Y Y N Manchin Y Yy oY oy
O Motion agreed to 386-6; a 2/3 majority of those present and voting Nelson L v Rockefeller ] LA
| (262 in this case) is required for passage under suspension of the NEvapa Wisconsin
rules, December 18, 2012. Became public law December 28, 2012. Heller row r Johnson Y Y Ny
e — Reid Y v Yy v Kohl Y Yy v v
. Q_) New HAMPSHIRE WYOMING
Ayotte N Y Y N Barrasso Y N N ¥
(/) 4('%) Shaheen Y o Y oy Enzi Y NN Y
N NEW JERSEY
Q Lautenberg Yy v |
Menendez Y v Yy v
Q) New MExico
U) Bingaman Yy v Yy v
Udall Y v Yy v
ALABAMA NEw York
| Bomner WY Y Y YN 2 Herger A S AR T A gp) Gillibrand Y oy Y oy
2 Roly Y Y Y Y Y N 3 Lungren Yy Y vy vy vy y Q) Schumer Yy v Yy v
3 Rogers Y Y Y Y Y N 4 McClintock Yy Y Y Y N N NoORTH CAROLINA
4 Aderbolt L A S O A | 5 Matsui N rer Ny + Burr Ny YN
5  Brooks Yy Y Yy Yy Y N 6 Woolsey L S R S C@ Hagan Yy v Yy v
6  Bachus Y Y Y Y Y N 7 Miller, George N N Y Y N Y . g N
7 Sewell N N Y Y Y Y 8 Pelosi N N Y Y N Y ~+) ORTH DAKoTA
ALASKA 9 Tee N N Y Y N Y ( r) Conrad Y Y v
a-l Young T | 10 Garamendi N N Y Y Y Y Hoeven Ny L
ARIZONA Il McNerney NN Y Y Y Y OHIo
| Gosar Y Y Y Y N N 12 Speier NN Y Y Y 'Tj Brown oy Yoy
2 Franks A S R T A I3 Stark NN YW NN Portman Ny Y N
3 Quayle Y Y Y v vy W 14 Eshodo NNy U OKLAHOMA
A asices NCOOW Y Y Y Y 15 Honda N N Y Y N ¥ +-J Culh N Y Y N
5 Schweikert Y Y Y Y N N 16 Lofgren NN Ny o v—{ 1;;,,%” Ny YN
6  Flake Y Y Y Yy oy N\ 17 Farr NNy Y N Y
7  Grijalva N N Y NN Y 18 Cardoza NN G OREGON — —
8 Barber N N Y Y Y Y 19 Denbham Y Y Y Y Y ¥ Metkley
ARKANSAS 20 Costa N N Y Y Y Y ) Wyden Y N N Y
I G A Y Y Y Y Y N 21 Nunes Y Y Y NN Y N
2 G’%r [ A 22 McCarthy Yy vy Y Y Y N
3 Womack A S A A A 23 Capps NNy oYYy
4  Ross Yy v v N vy ¥ 24 Gallegly Yy Yy Yy y y ¥
CALIFORNIA gz AD/RK'EW z L z z z z
rezer
0 I Thompson N N Y Y N ¥ 27 Sherman NN Y Y Y Y




United States Senate

DESCRIPTION OF SENATE VOTES

1.S 3369 Campaign Financial Disclosures/Cloture.
Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on the Reid (D-NV)
motion to proceed to the bill that would require groups and companies

to disclose independent campaign expenditures and donations to indepen-
dent groups over $10,000. Motion rejected 53-45; A 3/5 majority vote of

the total Senate (60) is required to invoke cloture. July 17, 2012.

2.S 3412 Tax Rates Extensions/Passage. Passage of the
bill that would extend the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts for one year on
taxable income of up to $200,000 for single filers or up to $250,000

for joint filers. The bill would set the tax rate for adjusted gross income

above $250,000 at 36% and for adjusted gross income above $400,000
at 39.6%. It also would expand the child tax credit and extend the
college tuition tax credit and the earned-income tax credit. It would

set tax rates for long-term capital gains and dividends at 20%. The bill
also would allow a business property deduction of up to $250,000 and
extend the alternative minimum tax provisions for 2012 income. Passed
51-48; July 25, 2012. HR 8 became public law January [, 2013.

3. S 3457 Veterans Jobs Training/Motion to Waive. Reid
(D-NV) motion to waive all applicable budget laws that would require
states to issue certain licenses for trade jobs such as plumbing or truck
driving to veterans without requiring training or apprenticeships if the
veterans pass examinations and have at least 10 years of experience in
related military occupations. Motion rejected 58-40; A 3/5 majority vote

of the total Senate (60) is required to waive the applicable budget laws.

September 19, 2012.

4.5 3254 Fiscal 2013 Defense Authorization/lran
Sanctions. Menendez (D-NJ) amendment that would bar all transac-
tions with Iran’s energy, shipping and shipbuilding sectors and its ports.
It would ban the sale to Iran of certain metals, including graphite, alu-
minum, steel and metallurgical coal, which are used in those sectors and
in other industrial processes. Adopted 94-0; November 30, 2012.

5. Treaty Doc 112-7 Convention on the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities/Adoption. Adoption of the res-
olution of ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities (Treaty Doc 112-7), which would establish global standards for

the treatment of people with disabilities. The resolution would state that
current US. law fulfills or exceeds the obligations of the treaty. Rejected
61-38; A 2/3 majority of those present and voting, (66) is required for
adoption of resolutions of ratification. December 4, 2012.

6. HR 4310 Fiscal 2013 Defense Authorization/

Conference Report. Adoption of the conference report on the
bill that would authorize $648.7 billion for defense programs in fiscal
2013, including $85.5 billion for overseas military operations. It would
authorize the use of Defense Department funds for abortion for military
personnel in cases of rape or incest. The measure would block the use
of Defense Department funds for | year to transfer or release prisoners
at the Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Dentention Center into the US. or its
territories/possessions. Adopted 81-14; December 21, 2012. Became Public
Law January 2, 2013.

7.HR | Hurricane Supplemental/Passage. Passage of the
bill that would provide $60.4 billion in emergency spending for com-
munities hit by Hurricane Sandy, including an additional $9.7 billion
in borrowing authority for the National Flood Insurance Program, $13
billion for mitigation projects, $11.5 billion for the Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s Disaster Relief Fund and $10.8 billion to the
Federal Transit Administration to rebuild public transit systems. As amend-
ed, the bill would provide $I7 billion for the Community Development
Fund. Passed 62-32; December 28, 2012. Message on Senate action sent
to the House.

8. HR 8 Tax Rates Extensions/Passage. Passage of the bill
that would permanently extend the 2001 and 2003 tax rates for indi-
vidual income below $400,000 and joint-filer income below $450,000.
Rates for income above those thresholds would rise to 39.6% from
35%. It also would permanently extend the tax rates on dividends and
capital gains for individual income below $400,000 and joint-filer income
below $450,000. Rates for the dividends and capital gains taxes would
rise to 20% for income above those thresholds. The measure would
delay the automatic, across-the-board cuts known as “sequester” for two
months. It also would tax individual estates valued at more than $5
million and joint estates valued at more than $10 million at 40%. It
would permanently “patch” the Alternative Minimum Tax to account for
inflation. Unemployment insurance would be extended through 2013. The
bill would block scheduled cuts to Medicare physician payment rates
and extend for five years tax credits included in the 2009 stimulus law
including the child tax credit and the earned income tax credit. It would
allow the 2% payroll tax holiday to expire. Passed 89-8; January I, 2013
(session began on December 31, 2012).
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ALABAMA FLORIDA &)
Sessions N N N Y N Y N Y Nelson Yy Y ¥y v Yy oy vy y
Shelby NN N Y N Y Y N Rubio N N N Y N Y N N
ALASKA GEORGIA
Begich Y Y Y Y Y Y Yy Chambliss NN N Y N Y N Y —
Murkowski N N Y Y Y Y Y ¥ Lsakson N N N ¥ N Y N Y O
ARIZONA Hawail
Kyl N N N Y N Y N Y Akaka Y v Yy Y Y Y Y
McCain N N N Y Y oy N Y Schatz Y v Q_)
ARKANSAS IpAHO m
Boozyman N N N Y N Y N Y Crapo N N N ¥ N N N Y
Pryor Y Y ¥y ¥ Y Y Y ¥ Risch N N N ¥ NN N Y 5
CALIFORNIA ILLINOIS
Boxer Yy oY Y v Y Y N Y Durbin Yy Yy vy v Y N Y Y O
Feinstein Y oy oy oy Y Y Yy ¥ Kirk NV NV NV NV NN NN
CoLORADO INDIANA
Bennet | Y Y Y N Coats N N N Y N Y N Y et
Udall Y oy oy oy Y Y Yy ¥ Lugar N N N Y Yy oy vy y
CoNNECTICUT lowa N
Blumenthal Y oY Y v | A Grassley N N N Y N N N N m
Liebetman Y N Y ¥ | A Harkin Yy Yy vy y Y N Y N °
DELAWARE KANsAs )
Carper Y oy Y oy Y Y Y N Moran N N N Y N NN Y
Coons Yy oY Y v | A Roberts N N N Y N Y N Y

28 Berman
29 Schiff
30 Waxman

31 Becerra
32 Chu
33 Bass

34 Roybal-Allard

35 Waters
36 Hahn
37 Richardson
38 Napolitano

39 Sanchez, Linda

40 Royee

41 Lewss

42 Miller, Gary
43 Baca

44 Calvert

45 Bono Mack
46 Robrabacher

47 Sanchez, Loretta

48  Campbell
49  Issa

50 Bilbray
51 Filner
52 Hunter
53 Davis
CoLORADO
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DeGette
Polis
Tipton
Gardner
Lamborn
Coffiman
Perlmutter
ONNECTICUT
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Larson
Courtney
Del.auro
Himes

5 Murphy
DELAWARE
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a-l Carney
FLORIDA

-

-

-

| Miller

2 Southerland
3 Brown

4 Crenshaw
5  Nugent

6 Stearns

7 Mica

8  Whbster

9  Bilirakis
10 Young

Il Castor

12 Ross

13 Buchanan
14 Mack

15 Posey

16 Rooney

17 Wilson

18 Ros-Lehtinen
19 Deutch

20 Wasserman Schultz

21| Diaz-Balart
22 West

23 Hastings
24 Adams

25 Rivera
GEORGIA
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| Kingston
2 Bishop

3 Westmoreland

= =<

NV

-

—_ —< —<

—_ —< —<

= —< =

4 Johnson N N Y Y N Y
5 Lewis N N Y Y NNV
6 Price Y Y Y Y Y N
7 Whoodall Y Y Y Y Y N
8 Scott, A. Y Ny Y Y N
9  Graves Y N Y Y N N
10 Broun Y N Y Y Y N
Il Gingrey Y N Y Y ¥ N
12 Barrow N N Y Y Y N
I3 Scott, D. NN Y Y Y Y
Hawan

|  Hanabusa N N Y Y Y Y
2 Hirono NN Y Y Y Y
IpAHO

| Labrador Y N Y Y N N
2 Simpson Yy Yy vy vy vy y
ILLINOIS

I Rush N N oY Y N Y
2 Jackson NV NV NY

3 Lipinski NoY Y Y Yy
4 Gutierrez N N Y ¥ N Y
5  Quigley N N Y Y N ¥
6  Roskam Y Y Y Y Y N
7 Davis N N Y Y N Y
8  Walsh Y Yy vy oy N N
9 Schakowsky N N Y ¥ N ¥
10 Dold Y NY Y Y Y
Il Kinginger LA S R B |
12 Costello N Y Y N Y Y
I3 Biggert Y N Y ¥ ¥ ¥
14 Hultgren Yy vy Y Y Y N
|5 Johnson Y NN N NN Y
16 Manzullo Yy Y vy vy vy y
17 Schilling Yy Yy Y Yy Y N
18 Schock Y Y Y Y Y Y
19 Shimkus Y Y Y Y Y Y
INDIANA

I Visclosky N N Y Y ¥ N
2 Donnelly N Y Y Y Y Y
3 Stutzman Y Y Y Y Y N
4 Rokita Y Y Y Y Y N
5 Burton Yy oy Yy y NV NV
6 Pence Y N Y N Y N
7 Carson N N Y Y N Y
8  Bucshon Y Y Y Y Y N
9 Young Y N oY Y ¥ N
lowa

| Braley N N Y Y N Y
2 Toebsack N N Y Y N ¥
3 Boswell N N Y Y N Y
4 Latham Y Y Y Y N N
5 King Y Y Y NN N N
KaNsas

| Huelskamp Y Y ¥ Y N N
2 Jenkins Yy Y Y Y Yy N
3 Yoder Y Y Y Y Y N
4 Pompeo Yy Yy Y Y Y N
KENTUCKY

| Whitfield Yy Y Yy y y N
2 Guthrie Yy Y Y Yy ¥ N
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