HOW TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
IN CONGRESS

As you read this quide, take note of how your senators and
representative vote on issues that matter to you. Call or write them
regularly and let them know where you stand.

Your calls or letters may be as simple as the samples below:

Addresses:

The Honorable ...
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable oo
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Sample letter:

Dear Senator/Rep
| am writing to ask you to support/vote agamst

(issue, bill #, if you know it).

This issue is important and deserves your attention.

Sincerely,

Your name, address

Phone: Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121

Sample phone call:

“Hello. My name is and | am a constituent.
| would like to register my opinion on the issue of

. . .| am in favor of/opposed to it. Please pass
th|s |nformat|on along LRIV IRep. ...

Thank you.”

Your calls, letters and faxes are tallied.

They do make a difference.

JE

The Jewish Community Voter Guide is published by the JAC Education
Foundation, P. 0. Box 541, Highland Park, Illinois 60035. For more
information, call (847) 433-0944. Contributions to the JAC Education
Foundation are tax deductible for federal income tax purposes as a
donation to an organization exempt under IRS code 501(c)(3).

ABOUT THIS VOTER GUIDE

This is Volume 1V, Number 4 of the Jewish Community Voter Guide,
published at least twice a year by the JAC Education Foundation.

The Voter Guide is for informational purposes only and is not intended
to influence the outcome of any election.

The JAC Education Foundation does not advocate the election or
defeat of any candidate and does not endorse any political party.

The information in this Voter Guide is provided as a resource to help
you understand the issues before the 107th Congress, to communicate
your opinions to elected officials on these issues, and to make you an
informed participant in the political process.

ABOUT THE JAC EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The JAC Education Foundation was formed to educate and engage
the Jewish community in electoral politics and issues of Jewish
concern. The Jewish community is no longer immune to the apathy
and ignorance which affect the nation as a whole. We cannot take
elections for granted: we must educate ourselves, register and vote,
and urge others to do the same.

The JAC Education Foundation seeks to increase political involvement
through knowledge of

* how to be an effective advocate
* which legislative issues are important
« what Congressional action has been taken

ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL INDEX

This indicates how each member of the United States Congress
voted on issues of concern to American Jewry as identified by the
JAC Education Foundation in consultation with recognized authorities
who monitor these issues. Included is legislation on the following:

o the United States-Israel relationship
* separation of religion and state

* reproductive rights

« other community concerns

Read the vote descriptions. Examine the Congressional index to learn
how members of Congress voted. These votes determine where members
of Congress stand on key issues.



f we do not successfully

motivate our community to
vote, we may well surrender
our voice on moral issues in
America, and we will minimize
our ability to shape America’s
agenda in the future. When only fifty
percent of registered voters actually
vote, the lack of turnout, rather than the
candidates’ stance on issues, determines
our future. With the Jewish Community
Voter Guide as a resource, the Jewish
community can reaffirm.its proud tradi-
tion of citizen activism and make its
voices heard on the issues facing our
society.

Rabbi David
Saperstein

Director of the
Religious Action Center

of Reform Judaism

Were our country to live up toits
potential of taking care of those

who cannot care for themselves, of hc,w,
oring the children and the elderly by
ensuring their well-being, of eliminating
bi gotry and discrimination, of pursuing
justice, of repudiating senseless vio-
lence, then we would know if our elected
officials are doing their job. That is the
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Jewish Community Vo

Included are key vote
cuts, homeland security, prescription drug
coverage, use of force against Iraq, reproduc-

uve rights, and more.




U.S. House of Representatives
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. HJ RES 124 FY 2003 Continuing Appropriations. Joint res-

olution to provide continuing appropriations through January 11, 2003, for all
federal departments and programs not covered by enacted FY 2003 spending
hills.  The resolution would set spending at FY 2002 levels, including FY 2002
supplemental appropriations. Passed 270-143; 11/13/02. The House
passed this resolution as a temporary measure to keep
government spending at last year’s levels. Not included
was a promised additional $200 million in anti-terror-
ism aid for Israel. In the meantime, aid to Israel was
being apportioned on a pro-rated basis like most other
government programs. Signed by the President
11/23/02.

. HR 5010 FY 2003 Defense Appropriations/Conference

Report. Conference report on the hill that would provide $355.1 hillion for
the Defense Department for FY 2003, an increase of $21 hillion over FY 2002
reqular and supplemental funds. Adopted 409-14;10/10/02. This bill
includes more than $450 million in funding for joint
U.S.-Israeli strategic programs, including the Arrow mis-
sile defense program, the Mobile Tactical High Energy
Laser, the Lightning Il Targeting Pod, and Bradley
Reactive Armor Tiles. Signed into law 10/23/02.

. HR 5710 Homeland Security Act. Bill that would consolidate 22

agencies into a new Cahinet-level Homeland Security Department charged with
protecting domestic security. It would give the President the ability to exempt
some employees from collective hargaining units for national security reasons.
Passed 299-121; 11/13/02. A “yes” was a vote in support of
the President’s position. Signed into law 11/25/02.

. HR 5005 Homeland Security/Union Membership. Amendment

(Morella, R-MD) that would give federal employees who transfer into the home-
land security department the right to join a union if they were under union
protection before the transfer. The President could exempt employees from
union membership when duties are directly related to the war on terrorism.
Rejected 208-222; 7/26/02. This measure, which failed, would
have extended civil service union protection to many
workers in the new homeland security department,
thus clarifying the White House opposition to such
union protections.

.HJ Res 114 Use of Force. Joint resolution that would authorize the

use of force against Iraq and require the administration to report to Congress
that diplomatic options have been exhausted. Passed 296-133; 10/10/02.
This measure gives President Bush authority to wage

war against Iraq as part of the effort to disarm it, thus
endorsing a doctrine of pre-emptive strikes. A “yes”
was a vote in support of the President’s position.
Signed into law 10/16/02.

. HR 2357 Churches and Campaign Activities. Motion (Herger,

R-CA) to suspend the rules and pass the bill to allow a religious organization
to carry out political campaign activities and still maintain its 501(c)(3)tax
exempt status so long as such efforts are not a “substantial part” of its work. .
two-thirds majority of those present and voting (278 in this case) is required
for passage under suspension of the rules. Motion rejected 178-239; 10/02/02.
This measure, which failed, would arguably compromise
the Constitutional separation between religion and
state.

. HR 5203 Education Tax Break. Mation (Hulshof, R-MO) to suspend

the rules and pass the bill that would permanently extend a provision in last
year's $1.35 trillion tax cut package increasing to $2,000 the contribution lim-
its for education savings accounts and allowing tax-free withdrawals to pay cer-
tain expenses for public, private or religious schools. A two-thirds majority of
those present and voting (268 in this case) is required for passage under sus-
pension of the rules. Motion rejected 213-188; 9/4/02. This measure,
which failed, would arguably compromise the
Constitutional separation between religion and state.

. H Res 524 House Support for Estate Tax Repeal. Resolution

to express the sense of the House that Congress should pass legislation that
would make permanent the estate tax repeal in last year's $1.35 trillion tax
cut law.Adopted 242-158; 9/19/02. This resolution, which does not
have the force of law, sent a message to the Senate that
the House favors permanent repeal of the estate tax.

9. HR 4691 Abortion Service Refusals . Bill that would allow hospi-

tals and other health care providers to refuse to perform abortions without fea
of penalty. The bill would rewrite a current “conscience clause” that lets physi-
cian training programs refuse to provide abortion training. Passed 229-189;
9/25/02. Abortion rights proponents denounced this
measure as an effort to limit availability of abortion.
Opponents say this is a clarification of existing law.

10. HR 4965 Partial-Birth Abortion Ban. Bill that would ban so-

called “partial-birth” abortion. It would allow the procedure only when neces-
sary to save a woman’s life. Those who perform the procedure for other rea-
sons would face fines and prison. Passed 274-151; 7/24/02. A *‘yes” is an
anti-choice vote in support of the President’s position.
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KENTUCKY
Bunning
McConnell
LOUISIANA
Breaux
Landrieu
MAINE
Collins
Snowe
MARYLAND

Mikulski

Sarbanes

MASSACHUSETTS

Kennedy
Kerry
MICHIGAN
Levin
Stabenow
MINNESOTA
Barkley
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MissIssIPPI
Cochran
Lott
MISSOURI
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Nelson, Ben
NEVADA
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Bingaman
Domenici
NEw YORK
Clinton
Schumer

NORTH CAROLINA

Edwards
Helms

NORTH DAKOTA

Conrad
Dorgan
OHIO

ted States Senate

Uni

DeWine
Voinovich
OKLAHOMA
Inhofe
Nickles
OREGON
Smith
Wyden
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PENNSYLVANIA

Santorum
Specter

RHODE ISLAND

Chafee
Reed

SoUTH CAROLINA

Hollings
Thurmond
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Daschle
Johnson
TENNESSEE
Frist
Thompson
TEXAS
Gramm
Hutchison
UTAH
Bennett
Hatch
VERMONT
Jeffords
Leahy
VIRGINIA
Allen
Warner

\WASHINGTON

Cantwell
Murray

WEST VIRGINIA

Byrd
Rockefeller
WISCONSIN
Feingold
Kohl
WYOMING
Enzi
Thomas




DESCRIPTION OF SENATE VOTES

1. H.J. Res 124 Continuing Appropriations for FY 2003.
Joint resolution to provide continuing appropriations through January 11,
2003 for all federal departments and programs. Continuing resolution would
set spending at 2002 levels. Passed 92-2; 11/19/02. Unable to agree
on an Appropriations package, the Senate passed this
resolution as a temporary measure to keep govern-
ment spending at last year’s levels. Not included in
this bill was a promised additional $200 million in
anti-terrorism aid for Israel. Aid to Israel was being
apportioned on a pro-rated basis like most other
government programs.

2. HR 5010 FY 2003 Defense Appropriations/ Conference
Report. Conference report on the bill that would provide $355.1 billion
for the Defense Department for FY 2003, an increase of $21 hillion over FY
2002 regular and supplemental funds. Adopted 93-1:10/16/02. This bill
includes more than $450 million in funding for joint
U.S.-Israeli strategic programs, including the Arrow
missile defense program, the Mobile Tactical High
Energy Laser, the Lightning Il Targeting Pod, and
Bradley Reactive Armor Tiles.

3. H J Res 114 Use of Force. Joint resolution that would authorize
the use of force against Iraq and require the administration to report to
Congress that diplomatic options have been exhausted. Passed 77-23;
10/11/02. This measure gives President Bush authority
to wage war against Iraq as part of the effort to dis-
arm it, thus endorsing a doctrine of pre-emptive
strikes. A “yes” was a vote in support of the
President’s position. Signed into law 10/16/02.

4. HR 5005 Homeland Security/Cloture. Motion to invoke clo-
ture (thus limiting debate) on the Lieberman (D-CT) substitute amendment
that would create a Cahinet-level Homeland Security Department charged
with protecting domestic security. Motion rejected 50-49; 9/26/02. This
was a motion to limit debate on a proposal for a
new Homeland Security Department that included
civil service protections for employees. A “no” was a
vote in favor of the President’s position.

5. HR 5005 Homeland Security. Bill that would consolidate 22
agencies into a new Cabinet-level Homeland Security Department charged
with protecting domestic security. It would give the President the ability to
exempt some employees from collective bargaining units for national security
reasons. Passed 90-9; 11/19/02. A “‘yes” was a vote in sup-
port of the President’s position. Signed into law
11/25/2002.

6. Shedd Nomination/Confirmation. Confirmation of President
Bush’s nomination of Dennis W. Shedd of South Carolina to be U.S. Circuit
Judge for the 4th Circuit. Confirmed 55-44; 11/19/02. The nomina-
tion of Dennis Shedd, who served on the staff of
Senator Strom Thurmond (R-SC) from 1978-1988, was
opposed by liberal advocacy groups that view his
judicial record as anti-civil rights.

7. S 812 Drug Patents/Federal Medical Assistance
Percentage. Motion to waive the Budget Act in order to consider an
amendment (Rockefeller, WV) that would provide $9 billion in temporary
financial assistance to states, of which $6 billion would be used to increase
the Federal Medicaid assistance percentage and bolster state Medicaid pro-
grams; $3 billion in fiscal relief grants could be used for social service pro-
grams. A three-fifths majority of total senate required to waive the budget.
Motion agreed to 75-24; 7/25/02. This measure,part of a larger
bill which was never taken up in the House (see vote
#8), had broad support by Jewish and other social serv-
ice providers hit by state budget shortfalls.

8. S 812 Drug Patents/Prescription Drugs. Motion to waive the
Budget Act in order to consider an amendment (Graham, FL) that would
provide coverage for Medicare recipients with incomes of up to 200 percent
of the poverty level and for drug costs over $3,300 for an annual payment
of $25. It would also allow for consideration of a measure concerning
importing of drugs from Canada for personal use. A three-fifths majority of
total senate required to waive the budget. Motion rejected 49-50; 7/31/02.
This motion, which failed, would have exempted a pre-
scription drug proposal from budgetary requirements,
thus killing a bipartisan compromise proposal.
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